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SCOTT COUNTY 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

AGENDA 
Wednesday, December 20, 2023 

4:00 P.M. 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Attendance 
 
3. Approval of Minutes:  Approval of the September 27, 2023 meeting minutes. 

 
4. Public Hearing – Appeal of Interpretation: Request from Robert Iossi for an Appeal of 

Interpretation of a zoning determination and building permit denial for the construction of a 
“rustic cabin” on a parcel zoned Agricultural-Preservation (A-P). 
 

5. Zoning Board of Adjustment’s 2024 Schedule: Approval of meeting schedule for 2024 
 
6. Old Business 

 
7. Zoning Administrator’s Report 
 
8. Public Comment 
 
9. Adjournment 
 
  
 

Public Hearing/Meeting Procedure 
a. Chairman reads public notice of hearing. 
b. Director reviews background of request. 
c. Applicant /Representative provide any additional comments on request. 
d. Public may make comments or ask questions. 
e. Director makes staff recommendation. 
f. Applicant may respond or comment. 
g. Commission members may ask questions. 
h. Chairman closes the public portion of the hearing (No more public comments).  
i. Discussion period for the Commission members. 
j. Commission members make motion to approval, deny, or modify request. 
k. Final vote. Recommendation goes to Board of Supervisors. 
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SCOTT COUNTY 
 ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
 
Notice is hereby given that the Scott County Planning and Development Department has on file 
the following application as allowed by the Scott County Zoning Ordinance, Section 6-32.   This 
notice is to notify all of a public hearing to be held in the 1st Floor Board Room, County 
Administrative Center, 600 W 4th Street, Davenport, IA, 52801 on Wednesday, December 20, 
2023 at 4:00 P.M.  
 
The Zoning Board of Adjustment will hear the request from Robert Iossi for an Appeal of 
Interpretation of a zoning determination and building permit denial for the construction of a 
“rustic river cabin” on a parcel zoned Agricultural-Preservation (A-P). The proposed location is 
legally described as Part of the SW ¼ of Section 11 of Allens Grove Township (Scott County Parcel 
021135001). 
 
If you have questions or comments regarding this meeting or the requested variance please call, 
write or email the Planning and Development Department, 600 West Fourth Street, Davenport, 
Iowa 52801, (563) 326-8643, planning@scottcountyiowa.gov or attend the meeting.  
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October 18, 2023 
 
 
Robert Iossi 
1075 Oak Wood Drive 
Carol Stream IL 60188 
 
 
Re:  Zoning Ordinance Interpretation, Construction Permit Application 
 
Mr. Iossi, 
 
The Scott County Planning & Development Department has received and reviewed an application for a 
construction permit dated October 17, 2023. As the Zoning Administrator, I have determined the following 
statements of fact for the application: 
 

1. The subject property is approximately 36.629 acres and is currently zoned “Agricultural-
Preservation (A-P)” with a Future Land Use Map designation of “No Change.” 

2. The A-P district is intended and designed to protect agricultural operations and preserve 
agricultural land from encroachment of urban development and is not intended for residential 
uses. (6-9A) 

3. Farms, farm buildings, and farm houses are exempt from county zoning regulations. (6-9B(1)) 
4. The proposed structure in the construction permit application has not been determined to be a 

farm, farm building, or farm house through the issuance of an agricultural exemption by Scott 
County. 

5. If a nonconforming structure [such as the structure on the property destroyed by flooding in 2009] 
is destroyed by any means to an extent of more than fifty percent (50%) of its assessed value at 
the time of destruction, it shall not be reconstructed except in conformity with the provisions of 
this Ordinance. (6-7B(2)) 

 
The application for a construction permit is hereby denied. 
 
If you wish to appeal this interpretation, the Scott County Zoning Board of Adjustment handles all appeals 
of the Zoning Administrator’s interpretation. An applicant has fifteen (15) days from building permit denial 
to file an appeal. Said appeal should state the specific variance from the Ordinance requested and the 
reasons for which the appeal should be granted. 
 
 
      Thank You, 
 
 
      Chris Still 
      Scott County Zoning Administrator 
      (563) 326-8212 











































From: wftiossi@gmail.com
To: Still, Chris
Cc: Silas, Alan
Subject: RE: Zoning/Robert Iossi
Date: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:44:06 PM

You don't often get email from wftiossi@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

 
CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL! Be skeptical of links and attachments!
Chris,
 
Our property, purchased in the 1930’s by my Uncle and Aunt was purchased as a recreational site for
three families together. It has always been and will always be for that purpose as outlined in a Trust
Agreement. If the Scott County Board accepted this statue verbatim from the State of Iowa, without
determining if it is correct for the property, then shame on them and this should be considered a
mistake in zoning and corrected. Every cabin along the Wapsi is affected by this zoning mistake
and they don’t know it!
 
If this is the case, our cabin and cabins on adjacent properties was also zoned along the Wapsi
existed before this law from the State was adopted. The majority of these are NOT RESIDENCES and I
suspect they are NOT aware of this either. This matter should be corrected by the zoning board once
and for all. Just like the bridge the county or state built across the river at Donahue that was poorly
designed by your civil engineers, it created ice jams which blocked the water and flooded our cabins.
Hundreds of citizen’s have been impacted by these county and state mistakes, but we all sucked it
up and rebuilt many times before wood rot took its toll and we tore it down to rebuild.
 
Our property should be grandfathered in since we had a permit and a cabin and it does NOT
impact any AG Preservation whatsoever. There cannot be any encroachment, since we own the
property and are not applying for a permit to build an addition or subdivision.
 
Best personal regards,
 
Bob Iossi
Trustee – Wapsi Family Trust
 

From: Still, Chris <Chris.Still@scottcountyiowa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 2:06 PM
To: Bob Iossi <wftiossi@gmail.com>
Cc: Silas, Alan <Alan.Silas@scottcountyiowa.gov>
Subject: RE: Zoning/Robert Iossi
 
Bob,
 
I believe that the Code of Iowa dictates zoning and directives to County entities to structure their
comprehensive plans, and ordinances when it comes to land use.
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You don't often get email from wftiossi@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

 
After review with staff the best we can recall would be that the Scott County County ordinance was
adopted back in the early 1980’s. That is a long time before my tenure with Scott County and I can’t
speak to what sort of notice or communication would have taken place back then when the zoning
ordinances were adopted.
 
In reference to A-P Agricultural Preservation Districts and what the written description is I took this
below verbatim from the ordinance and the general intent is as follows:  
 
“A. General Intent:  The “A-P” Agricultural-Preservation District is intended and designed to protect
agricultural operations and preserve agricultural land from encroachment of urban development.
This District is not intended for residential uses or rural subdivisions, except as provided through a
valid farmstead split; nor for commercial or industrial uses, except as provided through the provision
for overlay districts.”
 
As to the why… again the Scott County Board of Supervisors would have adopted the ordinance
some time ago, and to say why would be difficult for me. We only adhere and uphold the ordinance
on their behalf.
 
We do need the application filled out accompanied with the fee of $50.00 for the appeal. I’ve copied
Alan here who will ensure it gets on the December agenda for the Board of Adjustment.
 
Thanks,
Chris Still FMP
Interim Planning and Development Director
563-326-8643
https://www.scottcountyiowa.gov/
 
 
 
 
 

From: Bob Iossi <wftiossi@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 9:54 AM
To: Still, Chris <Chris.Still@scottcountyiowa.gov>
Subject: Re: Zoning/Robert Iossi
 

 
CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL! Be skeptical of links and attachments!
Hello Chris,
 
This is really disheartening. I think the planning and zoning commission and board has lost focus on
what their role should be, meaning they should be trying to help owners not obstruct.
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Obviously the cabins around us were grandfathered in before this absurd rule was placed on our
property. Yes, put us on the agenda and let me know when that is. 
 
I'd also like you to send me the law that states that our property has to be zoned AG Protected.
When the law was enacted, and when we were notified of the change and zoning and given
adequate time to react? 
 
I'd also like to know a written description of what AG Protected means and why it was zoned that in
the place?
 
Please get back to me at your earliest convenience with these answers. Please don't send me
something that says in the effect "go search our website". 
 
Best regards, 
 
Bob 
 

On Oct 26, 2023, at 9:37 AM, Still, Chris <Chris.Still@scottcountyiowa.gov> wrote:


Mr. Iossi,
 
We received your letter in this office, and are obviously understanding of your
application and the communication we have had. Our role in this office is only to
adhere and uphold Scott County’s current zoning ordinances as they pertain to land
usage. The Scott County Board of Supervisors adopt these ordinances and we simply
review the applications as they come in and determine their applicability.
 
With that being said the option that you have before you is to appeal to the zoning
board of adjustment. There is an application and fee of $50.00 that is required for that
hearing, and I have attached the form here for you to fill out and return. We would be
looking at December for that hearing.
 
With your application there was a cashier’s check associated with that. Would you like
us to return that or void that check?
 
Thanks,
Chris Still FMP
Interim Planning and Development Director
563-326-8643
https://www.scottcountyiowa.gov/
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You don't often get email from wftiossi@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: wftiossi@gmail.com <wftiossi@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 2:53 PM
To: Still, Chris <Chris.Still@scottcountyiowa.gov>
Subject: Zoning
 

 
CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL! Be skeptical of links and attachments!
Hello Chris,
 
Your denial letter follows the pattern of the person you followed into this job.
 
Attached is my appeal. It was also mailed.
 
Regards,
 
Bob Iossi
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