Scott County Planning and Zoning Commission

June 21, 2011
1st Floor Board Room, Administrative Center

Members Present:
Ion, Kluever, Lloyd, Mehrens, Paustian ,Ridenour, Scheibe
Members Absent: 
None
Staff Present:

Huey, Kelly and Cusack
Others Present:
2 others
1.   Call to Order Chair Kluever called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
2
Minutes   Ridenour made a motion to approve the April 5, 2011 minutes. Scheibe seconded the motion. 
Vote: All Ayes (7-0)

      3.
Work Session-Agricultural Exemptions  
  Huey addressed the commission concerning the recent court challenge regarding Agricultural Exemptions.  The current and previous criteria for determination were discussed.  Robert Cusack of the Scott County Attorney’s office explained to the commission State Law concerning the agricultural exemption, saying the County’s Zoning Ordinance cannot be stricter than the state law intends. However, said Cusack, an administrative policy may be established and used for the criteria to determine who qualifies for an Agricultural Exemption, but the Zoning Ordinance needs to be amended to comply with state law. Discussion took place on the possible criteria to be used to create the administrative policy for determination.  Huey went over the language established by other Iowa counties for an Agricultural Exemption.  Brian Ahlers, addressed the commission on the possibility of including qualifications of the Farm Service Agency to determine eligibility.
  Lloyd made a motion to direct staff to prepare a public notice for an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan to establish Agricultural Exemption language and policy criteria for determination on qualifications for an Agricultural Exemption.  Ridenour seconded the motion.
Vote: All Ayes (7-0)
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