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Nebergail “Knoll Crest” Round Barn
9478 145™ Street

Blue Grass, lowa
6:00 pm
———

Owner and SCHPS member John Penne has invited us back to tour his
historic barn. Built in 1914, it is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. Benton Steele was the architect. This round barn is the only known

example of his work remaining in lowa.

The barn is a true round barn measuring 56 feet around. The bottom half of
the barn is constructed of clay tile and features rectangular windows. The
upper half is in red vertical board and batten siding with rectangular
windows.

Inside the barn is a main driveway that had divided the horse stalls on one
side and cattle stanchions on the other side. Grain bins and hay chutes were
in the center. The hayforks and manure track system remain in working
condition.

There is no silo but a cupola rests on top of the conical roof.

Access to the second floor is by a stairway.

The barn is full of artifacts that Mr. Penne is sharing.

**%*GPS isn’t very reliable®**
Take River Drive to Route 61 west toward Blue Grass. Pass the 280 interchange, turn north
on 110" Avenue. Take the first left going west on 145" street. The last mile is gravel.



We had an enjoyable SCHPS picnic in June. Thank you to Steve Lutz for sharing his knowledge of Schuetzen
Park and for Kory Darnall and the Gilde for the work they have done to save the park.

Announcements:
SCHPS will be participating in some community events. Come see our table or volunteer to be there.

City of Davenport Party in the Park 5:30-7:30:
August 7, 2025 Credit Island

Other events happening in the area:

Museum Lunch & Learn: WWII, Reorganization, and the Dawn of the Atomic Age: This event takes place on
August 20, 2025, at the RIA Museum in Rock Island, Illinois. It's part of an ongoing series exploring 250 years
of US Army History.

Riverine Walk: Notorious Nahant & Spooky Marsh Tales: Held at the Nahant Marsh Education Center in
Davenport, lowa, on August 20, 2025, this event explores the history of the now-gone towns of Rockingham and
Nabhant, including tales of train robberies, mysterious deaths, bandits, and brothels.

History on Tap: lowa's Rebel Girl: Hosted at the Putnam Museum and Science Center in Davenport, lowa, on
August 21, 2025, this program delves into the life of Pearl McGill and the fight for inclusive unionism in the
freshwater pearl button industry (1894-1929).

Davenport Civil Rights Trolley Tour: A free event on August 25, 2025, starting at the Putnam Museum Parking
Lot in Davenport, lowa. The tour, led by Ryan Saddler, CEO of Friends of MLK, will stop at significant
locations in the local civil rights movement, such as Charles and Ann Toney's House, the LeClaire Park
Bandshell, the Natatorium Public Pool, and the Barrio.

A River Runs Through It -- Life on the Mississippi: The Rock Island Downtown Library in Rock Island,

Illinois will be hosting a screening of this two-hour movie based on Mark Twain's book on August 20, 2025.
Tug Fest - Illinois 2025: The annual tug-of-war across the Mississippi River between Port Byron, Illinois and LeClaire,
Iowa, has been taking place since 1987. The 2025 dates are August 7th-9th.

Quad Cities Street Rod Nationals: This celebration of classic and custom cars will be held at the Mississippi Valley
Fairgrounds in Davenport, lowa, on August 15th-16th. The event will include vendors, exhibits, and entertainment
highlighting the region’s passion for automotive history. An accompanying Craft & Vendor Fair will also be held at the
Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds also on August 15th-16th.

Upcoming SCHPS tours:

September Prospect Park Walk
October DAR speaker
November 77

December Christmas party

The board is working on our next tours. Share Your ideas!
Have you checked out our Facebook page? Scott County Historic Preservation Society.



https://www.putnam.org/events/davenport-civil-rights-trolley-tour-2/
https://www.rockislandlibrary.org/event/river-runs-through-it-mighty-mississippi-video-3-23602
https://www.rockislandlibrary.org/event/river-runs-through-it-mighty-mississippi-video-3-23602

