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This month we will visit a townhouse built in 1906 in the 

Hamburg Historic District of the Gold Coast. It sits atop the bluff 

on the corner of W. 7th and Gaines Streets in Davenport. The 

Louis P. Best Apartments is a Craftsman Style building with 

Tudor influences. It was built in 1906 and was designed by father 

and son architects F. G. “Fritz” and Rudolph Clausen. 

 

F. G. Clausen was the premier Davenport architect of the last 

quarter of the 19th century. He and Best were young German 

immigrants who arrived about the same time. They were great 

friends. Clausen designed many buildings for Best as well as 

many commercial and residential structures for others. He married 

Clara Krause whose father was a pioneer settler in Davenport 

operating a clothing company that manufactured overalls. Clara 

was a businesswoman in her own right. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, May 8, 2025 
705 Gaines Street 

Davenport, Iowa 

6:30 pm 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

A favorite family phrase 
or slogan can go here. 

 

Cont. from page one… 

 

The building was constructed as four townhouse apartments. In the later 1930s, it was converted to 8 

apartments by subdividing the units at the front vestibule, created 4 downstairs and 4 upstairs units. 

Depending on the floor, walls were opened or closed to create bedrooms and kitchens. 

 

The current owners are returning it to its original four-unit configuration, with most rooms resuming 

their original uses. Two units are completed, a third is almost finished, and the fourth has mechanical 

and electrical work completed. Since the units are used as vacation rentals, they are completely 

furnished.   

 

The building is at 705-711 N. Gaines St. There is limited parking behind the building from the alley on 

Western between W. 7th and W. 8th.  

 

~~~|||~~~ 

 

A message from President Miriam: 

We are excited to announce our new FaceBook page: Scott County Historic Preservation 

Society. You can follow this page and comment on posts. Please share it with your friends. If 

you have events, news, or anything of interest regarding preservation that you would like 

included on the page, please contact Miriam Whitaker. Our goal with this page is to create a 

space for members to connect with each other, ask questions, and to share knowledge. We also 

want to have a more visible community presence.   

 
~~~|||~~~ 

  

Announcements: 
Thank you to the realtors and the owner of 49 Kenwood for the chance to see a beautiful home 

in the McClellan district. 

 

Future dates: 

June 19 – annual picnic at Schuetzen Park 

No meeting in July. 

August meeting will be at the round barn – more information to follow. 

 

 


