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School of the Wild 
The education season started off on a ñwildò note, with 
the Davenport Community School District (DCSD) 
exploring the School of the Wild (https://
wild.education.uiowa.edu/school-wild ) again! Our 
Wapsi River staff, along with the University of Iowaôs 
School of the Wild program, and the Iowa DNR, 
conducted the 2nd pilot program for 253 Sudlow 
Intermediate students.  
 
ñSchool of the Wild is a statewide initiative to increase 
outdoor learning experiences for elementary and 
middle school students across Iowa. The University of 
Iowaôs College of Education in partnership with Iowa 
schools, County Conservation Boards, and many other 
local conservation organizations across the state work 
together to bring School of the Wild to students. School 
of the Wild strives to provide all students with a 
meaningful, outdoor learning experience that develops 
a sense of awareness and appreciation for the natural 
world, and in turn, leads them to act with positive 
stewardship for all things wild.ò  
 
The 6th grade students were immersed in the place-
based natural environments of West Lake Park and 
included exploring: wetlands, forest, prairie, and 

outdoor skills. Now, after the pilot schools have 
successfully completed the 4-day school, the DCSD 
has now committed to ALL intermediate schools 
engaging there students into the Wild! 
 

Photo: Julie Ross 

Friends Annual Meeting 
Our annual meeting recognized outstanding skills, 
knowledge, and abilities that members brought to the 
Center and the wide variety of programs they support. 
Current membership includes 39 members with seven 
new members this year! 
 
A total of 1340.07 hours were volunteered by all, 
including 709.66 hours by the Friends of the Wapsi 
Center at a value of $46,621.04 of support! The 
following members specifically recognized were: Lucia 
Dryanski as Volunteer of the Year, Susan McPeters for 
most support of programs and projects, and Jim Ross 
for most meetings supported. On behalf of the Wapsi 
River Center Director and staff, the Scott County 
Conservation Board, and Scott County, we are grateful 
and appreciate your continued support! Go Team 
Wapsi!  

By: Director, Dave Murcia 
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Earth Day Stewardship 
Workday 

Thirty-one stewards braved the Spring workday this 
year including our own Friends of the Wapsi Center 
members! The day included: gardening, brush clearing 
and invasive species removal, along with spring 
butterfly garden preparation, for a total of 91 volunteer 
hours!  
 

Wapsi Updates 
The new education center enters the last phase with 
displays being installed. The Friends of the Wapsi 
Center are busy organizing and arranging new gift shop 
area as well. The garden \was planted by Friends group 
Secretary Joy Sheely, thank you! The garden supplies 
our animals with fresh produce throughout the growing 
season, while the abundance is frozen for year-round 
feeding.  
 
We are honored to have yet again, a world-class raptor 
mount form Kent Reedy, Valerie Reedy,  and Shep 
Brown! The mount incorporates a red-tail hawk with a 
rattlesnake. The piece won 2024 Best in World 
Collective Artists AND Best of Category Mixed 
Groups awards!  The mount can be seen in our new 
Wapsi River Learning Center to be open this season! 

 
The Friends of the Wapsi  Center, Inc. organized in 1993, is a citizensô support group dedicated to 
encouraging the public use and enjoyment of the Wapsi River Environmental Education Center and to 
the preservation of the Centerôs natural resources for present and  future generations. Please contact the 
Wapsi River Center for more information (563)328-3286.  

Name ______________________________________________________________________________      

Address ____________________________________________________________________________           

City _________________________________________State _______________ Zip _______________              

Phone Number _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTION LEVELS (PLEASE CHECK ONE): 
$10 ______________KESTREL ~ Receive a Friendôs Newsletter 

$20 ______________RED-TAIL HAWK ~ Receive Newsletter and Wapsi River Center Magnet 

$35 ______________GREAT HORNED OWL ~ Receive Newsletter, Magnet and Wapsi  

          T-Shirt at discounted price.   

$50 ______________BALD EAGLE  ~ Receive Newsletter,  Magnet, T-Shirt at discounted price,  

     and 10 % Discount off of Gift Shop Purchases.   

 

PLEASE SEND MEMBERSHIP FORM TO: 

FRIENDS OF THE WAPSI CENTER - 31555 52nd AVENUE, DIXON, IOWA 52745 

Contributions to the Friends are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
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 I'm Kenny Mitchell, the new Caretaker 
at the Wapsi River Center. I grew up on the 
Wapsi.  My family had a cabin across the road 
from Sherman Park so I am very familiar with 
the area and when I saw this job opening I 
HAD to jump on the opportunity.  
 I spent my working life in the structural 
steel business as a metal fabricator then 
worked my way "up the ladder" into the 
position of Cost Estimator/Project Manager.   I 
retired a couple of years ago but still like to 
keep busy and there is no better place to do 
that than here !   
 Besides work I play music. My weapon 
of choice it the bass guitar. I played in a band 

in the Quad Cities 
many years ago. We 
didn't make a lot of 
money but DID have 
a lot of fun.   
 I have two 
grown kids and two 
adorable 
granddaughters. My 
son is an electrician 
with Tri City Electric 
and my daughter is a 
stay at home Mom 
who lives in New 
Jersey with her 
husband and the 
granddaughters.  Well, 
that's a little about me. I hope to meet some of 
you in the near future ... when I'm not mowing,  

Davenport Library- Eastern Avenue 

Silvis Library and Park & Recreation 

Wild Birds Unlimited- Davenport 

Jerry Wala  

Share & Care, Eldridge 

Hampton Family, Venita, Mike, Steve 

Orion Community School 223 

The Summit 

QCWOC 

Larry Hartstock 

Our Lady of Joy Coop 

Alwood Elementary 3 

Scott County Secondary Roads 

Our Lady of the Prairie 

St. Ambrose University 

Green Iowa AmeriCorps 

                Julia VanHouten, Sophia Slyter 

Friend of the Wapsi 
Center 
Susan McPeters (docent, program support) 
Lucia Dryanski (docent, program support) 
Bill Robbins (docent, program support) 
Chris & Mary Neff (program support) 
Jessica Gilmore (program support) 

PJ Slobojan (membership renewal) 

Ingrid Bogdanowicz (membership renewal) 
Linda Puls  
 (docent, program support, membership 
 renewal) 
Julia Mussack & Family  
 (docent, program support, membership 
 renewal) 
Jim & Julie Ross  
 (program support, membership 
 renewal)  
Caroline Kimple  
 (membership renewal, animal sponsor 
 ship, donation) 
Trish and Chris Saxby & Family  
 (docent, program support) 



 

With the opening of our new education center, we will also open a new, improved gift 

shop housed in the entrance of the new center. Weôre excited to have the opportunity to 

significantly expand our stock, as well as to ACCEPT CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS!! via 

Square.  

Our objectives are two-fold: to offer items that allow those of all ages to expand their 

knowledge and appreciation of the natural world, as well as to raise funds to further support the 

important environmental education work of the Wapsi Center. We are a not-for-profit, and all 

proceeds from sales go directly back to educational support and programming. Weôll continue 

to carry an array of field guides, books for all ages, and ñgreen gifts,ò some made by Wapsi 

staff and Friendsô members. In addition, we will have many new items, such as local honey, 

carved stone animals, reusable recycled bags and temporary tattoos. 
 

by Lucia Dryanski, Friends member and gift shop coordinator 

For  young:      

board books, nature-themed story books, 
activity books, finger puppets, Audubon plush 
birds with 
accurate bird 
calls, animal 
models of 
wildlife 
native to the 
area, 
recycled 
crayons, 
rocks, and 
arrowheads    
 
For adults: 
Field guides (including pocket guides), nature 

books, green 
gifts (bird 
houses, small 
pottery, dish 
rags, rag rugs, 
recycled wax 
candles), bug 
spray, lip 
balm, 
reusable straws, fire starters. 
 
For all: 

Stickers and bumper stickers,  Wapsi swag, 
including our new ñSummer Prairieò T-shirt 
(with original artwork by prairie artist Pam 
Ohnemus), and maybe a honey straw for a 
snack. We hope to see you sooné.we think 
youôll be impressed! 



 

 

 

 

Attention visitors: The Wapsi River Center moved to 
online registration. Unless otherwise noted, 
registration for our programs can be completed by 
visiting:  https://web2.myvscloud.com/wbwsc/
iascottctywt.wsc/splash.html and clicking on 
Public Programs. If you have any questions 
during the registration process, please call the 
Wapsi River Center at (563)328-3286. 

  

JULY  
4th ~ HOLIDAY ~ County offices are closed in 
observance of the Holiday. 

  
7th ~ ñLevel Upò Summer Reading Program ~ 2:00 
P.M. ~ Scott County Library System ï Eldridge 
Branch ~ Join a Wapsi River Naturalist to explore how 
animals can level up in nature through metamorphosis 
and climb the food chain! Call the library at (563)285-
4794 for more information. 

 

9th ~ Scott County Conservation Board Meeting ~ 
3:00 P.M. ~ West Lake Park (Gate # 3) ~ The Scott 
County Conservation Board normally meets the second 
Wednesday of every month at the West Lake Park 
Headquarters office, 14910 110th Ave, Davenport, 
Iowa 52804. The public and press are encouraged to 
participate. Please call (563)328-3281 for more 
information. 

 
 12th ~ Summer Water Quality Snapshot ~ 8:00 
A.M. ï 12:00 P.M. ~ The Summer Snapshot is a great 
way to get involved and take action in our community. 
Join Partners of Scott 
County Watersheds for 
a day of citizen science. 
Volunteers will start the 
day off at the Eldridge 
Community Center for 
a brief overview about 
water quality and quick 
training on how to 
collect the data. During 
this time, youôll be able 
to meet your data 
collection group while enjoying some coffee and 
donuts! Register and details at: https://
xstreamcleanup.org/upcoming-events .  

12th ~ Summer Shelter Program ~ 2:00 ï 3:00 PM ~ 
Arrowhead 
Shelter - West 
Lake Park ~ 
Stop by and visit 
a Wapsi 
Naturalist to 
learn about Iowa 
mammals. There 
will be furs, 
skulls, and tracks for a hands-on experience for all 
ages. Online registration recommended.  
 

17th ~ Kayak Experience ~ 10:00 A.M. & 1:00 P.M. 
~ Scott County Park, Pride Lake ~ Join the Wapsi 
River staff for an adventure with kayaks. Program 
includes all equipment use, covers safety, techniques, 
and taking a tour of Pride Lake. You may bring your 
own vessel/PFD, though it must comply with IADNR 
regulations. Reminder- this program is determined by 
weather and site conditions, weight capacity loads for 
kayaks are 250-300 lbs./solo and 425-475 lbs./tandem. 
Dress appropriately, bring water. Dress appropriately, 
bring water. Call (563)328-3286 with questions. Online 
registration is required. 

 
17th ~ Friends of the Wapsi Center Meeting ~ 6:00 
P.M. ~ Virtual Only ~ Learn about the current 
happenings at the Wapsi River Center. This meeting 
will be virtual only via Zoom. Please call for more 
information (563)328-3286.   

 
19th ~ Paint by Nature ~ 10:00 A.M. ~ Wapsi River 
Center ~ Join Naturalist Paige for a fun program on 
how animals stay cool in summer and then complete a 
watermelon-themed summer painting! This event is 
family friendly! All ages and abilities welcome to come 
learn and paint. $3/ canvas. Online registration is 
required.  
 

19th ~ Menke Open House ~ Dusk ~ Monsignor 
Menke Observatory ~ 
Join astronomers from the 
QCAS and St. Ambrose 
University for a lesson on 
the night sky.  Please call 
Dr. Mitchell (St. Ambrose 
University) for current sky 
conditions, the day of the 
event (563)333-6141. 

 
26th ~ Archery Basics ~ 10:00 A.M. ~ Wapsi River 
Center ~ Learn how to use a bow and arrow in this  

https://web2.myvscloud.com/wbwsc/iascottctywt.wsc/splash.html
https://web2.myvscloud.com/wbwsc/iascottctywt.wsc/splash.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fdir%2FEldridge%2BCommunity%2BCenter%2Band%2BRollerskating%2BPark%2C%2B400%2BS%2B16th%2BAve%2C%2BEldridge%2C%2BIA%2B52748%2F%4041.6520309%2C-90.5678367%2C17z%2Fdata%3D!4m
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fdir%2FEldridge%2BCommunity%2BCenter%2Band%2BRollerskating%2BPark%2C%2B400%2BS%2B16th%2BAve%2C%2BEldridge%2C%2BIA%2B52748%2F%4041.6520309%2C-90.5678367%2C17z%2Fdata%3D!4m
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fxstreamcleanup.org%2Fupcoming-events&data=05%7C02%7CMichael.Granger%40scottcountyiowa.gov%7C022938c8321142bd5c4d08ddb7fe98d8%7C2317bbe54bd247819c146f4c871487bb%7C1%7C0%7C638869026353250855%7CUn
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fxstreamcleanup.org%2Fupcoming-events&data=05%7C02%7CMichael.Granger%40scottcountyiowa.gov%7C022938c8321142bd5c4d08ddb7fe98d8%7C2317bbe54bd247819c146f4c871487bb%7C1%7C0%7C638869026353250855%7CUn


fun, informative, and free hands-on class! Youôll learn 
safety and proper archery techniques according to 
National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) 
guidelines. Children must be in the 4th grade or above 
to participate and accompanied by an adult. Adults are 
welcome to participate as well! Park in Parking Lot A 
and meet at the Observatory. Online registration is 
required. 

 
28th ~ ñLevel Upò Summer Reading Program ~ 2:30 
P.M. ~ Scott County Library System ï Walcott 
Branch ~ Join a Wapsi River Naturalist to explore 
how animals can level up in nature through 
metamorphosis and climb the food chain! Call the 
library at (563)285-4794 for more information. 

 
31st ~ Kayak Experience ~ 10:00 A.M. & 1:00 P.M. 
~ West Lake Park, Railroad Lake (Gate #2) ~ Join 
the Wapsi River staff for an adventure with kayaks. 
Program includes all equipment use, covers safety, 
techniques, and taking a tour of West Lake. You may 
bring your 
own vessel/
PFD, though 
it must 
comply with 
IADNR 
regulations. 
Reminder - 
this program 
is determined 
by weather 
and site 
conditions, 
weight capacity loads for kayaks are 250-300 lbs./solo 
and 425-475 lbs./tandem. Dress appropriately, bring 
water. Call (563)328-3286 with questions. Online 
registration is required. 
 

AUGUST  
2nd ~ Health & Home ~ 10:00 A.M. ~ Wapsi River 
Center ~ Come join Wapsi River Center staff and 
learn to become more sustainable by creating your 
own health and home products made with natural 
ingredients. Making your own natural products is 
customizable, and itôs FUN! We will make insect 
repellent and more! We will also learn about upcycling 
and reducing your footprint on the planet! Participants 
must be 7 years and older. The program costs $8/
person for supplies. Online registration is required.  

 

4th ~ Leave No Trace Camping 101- Plan Ahead & 
Be Prepared ~ Wapsi River Center ~ 1:00 P.M. 
~ Join Wapsi River Center Director Dave Murcia for a 
presentation on camping basics that emphasize Leave 

No Trace ethic and principles. Bring the whole tribe. 
Are you prepared for your adventure? Prepare for 
regulations, weather, emergencies, high use areas, 
repackaging food and supplies. This #1 LNT principle 
will be presented along with ñhow toò set camp for an 
experience that reconnects us, and honors nature we 
recreate in. Online registration is required.  

 

7th ~ Kayak Experience ~ 10:00 A.M. & 1:00 P.M. ~ 
Scott County Park, Pride Lake ~ Join the Wapsi 
River staff for an adventure with kayaks. Program 
includes all equipment use, covers safety, techniques, 
and taking a tour of West Lake. You may bring your 
own vessel/PFD, though it must comply with IADNR 
regulations. Reminder - this program is determined by 
weather and site conditions, weight capacity loads for 
kayaks are 250-300 lbs./solo and 425-475 lbs./tandem. 
Dress appropriately, bring water. Call (563)328-3286 
with questions. Online registration is required. 

 
9th ~ Forage to Fork: Summer Edition ~ 9:00 A.M. 
ï Noon ~ Wapsi River Center ~ Come learn about 
the many wild edibles in your own neck of the woods. 
We will focus on foraging basics, foraging safety, 
identifying plants, and preparing wild edibles. We will 
take a hike outdoors to identify and forage some of the 
summer wild 
edibles 
available during 
this time. After 
the hike, put 
your cast iron 
skills to the test 
and make a 
lambôs quarter 
patty topped 
with 
mushrooms out 
of our foraged 
ingredients over 
a campfire! 
Program fee of 
$2/person for 
supplies payable at registration. Online registration is 
required.  

 

13th ~ Scott County Conservation Board Meeting ~ 
3:00 P.M. ~ West Lake Park (Gate # 3) ~ The Scott 
County Conservation Board normally meets the 
second Wednesday of every month at the West Lake 
Park Headquarters office, 14910 110th Ave, 
Davenport, Iowa 52804. The public and press are 
encouraged to participate. Please call (563)328-3281 
for more information.  



16th ~ Menke Open House ~ Dusk ~ Monsignor 
Menke Observatory ~ Join astronomers from the 
QCAS and St. Ambrose University for a lesson on the 
night sky.  Please call Dr. Mitchell (St. Ambrose 
University) for current sky conditions, the day of the 
event (563)333-6141. 
 

20th ~ Homeschool Day ~ 10:30 A.M. ï 2:30 P.M. ~ 
Wapsi River Center ~ Once a month the Wapsi River 
EE Center will be hosting a day just for 
homeschoolers! 
Join us for 
themed 
programming led 
by our 
Naturalists! The 
goal of this series 
is to immerse 
children in the 
natural world and 
help them 
experience 
seasonal 
phenomena in a 
hands-on way. 
Most appropriate 
for K-8th grades, 
though all ages 
welcome. 
Program fee of $3/person payable at registration. 
Please come prepared for the weather because much of 
the planned programming will take place outdoors. 
Please bring a lunch. Online registration is required for 
all attendees, including adults. Registration opens the 
1st of each month. This month we will be happy to 
welcome the Conservation Station from Iowa Learning 
Farms!  

 
21st ~ Friends of the Wapsi Center Meeting ~ 6:30 
P.M. ~ In-person at the Wapsi River Center and 
Virtual ~ Learn about the current happenings at the 
Wapsi River Center. This meeting will be held in-
person at the Wapsi River Center and virtual via Zoom. 
Please call for more information (563)328-3286.   

 
21st ~ Friends of the Wapsi Center MEMBERS 
ONLY Event: Iowa Bats! ~ 7:45 P.M. ~ Wapsi 
River Center ~ This event is part of our quarterly 
Friends of the Wapsi Center MEMBERS ONLY series. 
During this event, take a naturalist-led night hike 
through the Wapsi woods with our new Wildlife 
Acoustics Bat Detector! You will learn about what bats 
reside here in Iowa and which bats are starting their 
migration during this time. You will get to see a real 
time spectrogram of the echolocating bats on a tablet 

and learn how to use the device for future programs. 
Since this is a membersô only event, registration is 
required by CALLING (563)328-3286.   

 
30th ~ Cattail Duck Decoy Workshop ~ 1:00 P.M. ~ 
Wapsi River Center ~ 
Join Naturalist Michael 
Granger for a lesson on 
Cattails. Learn about the 
biology and cultural 
significance of the plant 
and then create a life-sized 
cattail duck decoy. 
Materials will be provided. 
There is a workshop fee 
$10.00 per decoy and 
supplies are limited. 
Online registration is required.   

 

31st & September 1st ~ Pioneer Village Labor Day 
Weekend Festival ~ 11:00 A.M. ï 4:00 P.M. (Daily) 
~ Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pioneer Village ~ Come 
celebrate the Labor Day weekend at Pioneer Village.  
Event features blacksmithing, spinning, weaving, 
music, kidôs games & crafts, food & ice cream for sale, 
Family fun for all ages!  ($2.00 adults, $1.00 children, 
under 5 free). For more information please call (563)
328-3283. 
 

SEPTEMBER  
1st ~ HOLIDAY ~ County offices will be closed in 
observance of the holiday.  
 
4th ~ Kayak Experience ~ 10:00 A.M. & 1:00 P.M. ~ 
West Lake Park, Gate 2, Railroad Lake~ Join the 
Wapsi River staff for an adventure with kayaks. 
Program includes all equipment use, covers safety, 
techniques, and taking a tour of Pride Lake. You may 
bring your own vessel/
PFD, though it must 
comply with IADNR 
regulations. Reminder- 
this program is 
determined by weather 
and site conditions, 
weight capacity loads 
for kayaks are 250-300 
lbs./solo and 425-475 
lbs./tandem. Dress appropriately, bring water. Call 
(563)328-3286 with questions. Online registration is 
required. 
 
10th ~ Scott County Conservation Board Meeting ~ 
3:00 P.M. ~ West Lake Park (Gate # 3) ~ The Scott  



County Conservation Board normally meets the 
second Wednesday of every month at the West Lake 
Park Headquarters office, 14910 110th Ave, 
Davenport, Iowa 52804. The public and press are 
encouraged to participate. Please call (563)328-3281 
for more information.  
 
13th ~ Fifth Annual Monarch Migration Fun Run ~ 
9:00 A.M. ï 11:00 A.M. ~ Wapsi River Center ~ 
The 5th Annual Monarch Migration Fun Run will 
benefit the Friends of the 
Wapsi Center. This self-
timed 5k and (New!) 1-
mile trail run will take 
you through the upland 
and bottomland forests 
and the prairies of the 
Wapsi River Center. 
There will be one wave 
starting at 9:00 A.M. for 
both distances. This run goes till 11:00 A.M. giving 
you plenty of time to run or walk the trails! Check-in 
for the run starts at 8:30 A.M. The check-in table and 
run start/finish will be on our main prairie near the 

observatory. Registration 
costs $25 for children ages 
16 and under and $30 for 
everyone else for both 
distances. Registration 
includes a t-shirt and 
refreshments. Registration 
closes at 7:30 A.M. on 
September 13th. Registration 
must be done by August 24, 

2025 to be guaranteed a t-shirt. If trail conditions are 
not favorable, the run will be cancelled and your 
registration fee will be considered a donation. 
Registration must be done online by going to: 
http://getmeregistered.com/
MonarchMigrationFunRun.   

 
13th ~ Seventh Annual Monarch Festival ~ 11:00 
A.M. ï 2:30 P.M. ï Wapsi River Center ~ Join the 
Wapsi River Center Staff and the Friends of the Wapsi 
Center as we celebrate Monarch Butterflies during this 
festival. There 
will be a 
monarch 
presentation at 
11:00 A.M. 
followed by 
activities 
including 
butterfly crafts, 
seed ball 

making, photo booths, education stations, and 
monarch butterfly catching, tagging, testing, and 
releasing from 12:00 to 2:30 P.M. Ms. Mariposaôs 
Monarch Butterfly Bus and the Scott County Library 
System Book Mobile will be at the Festival all day! 
Refreshments will be available courtesy of the Friends 
of the Wapsi Center from 11:00 A.M. ï 2:30 P.M. 
This event is FREE and fun for the entire family. 
Freewill cash donations are welcomed for the Friends 
of the Wapsi Center. Online registration is required 
for this event. 
 
13th ~ Menke Open House ~ Dusk ~ Monsignor 
Menke Observatory ~ Join astronomers from the 
QCAS and St. Ambrose University for a lesson on the 
night sky.  Please call Dr. Mitchell (St. Ambrose 
University) for current sky conditions, the day of the 
event (563)333-6141. 
 
17th ~ Homeschool Days ~ 10:30 A.M. ï 2:30 P.M. ~ 
Wapsi River Center ~ Once a month the Wapsi River 
EE Center will be hosting a day just for 
homeschoolers! Join us for themed programming led 
by our Naturalists! The goal of this series is to 
immerse children in the 
natural world and help them 
experience seasonal 
phenomena in a hands-on way. 
Most appropriate for K-8th 
grades, though all ages 
welcome. Program fee of $3/
person payable at registration. 
Please come prepared for the 
weather because much of the 
planned programming will 
take place outdoors. Please bring a lunch. Online 
registration is required. Registration opens the first of 
each month. 
 
18th ~ Friends of the Wapsi Center Meeting ~ 6:00 
P.M. ~ Virtual Only~ Learn about the current 
happenings at the Wapsi River Center. This meeting 
will be virtual only via Zoom. Please call for more 
information (563)328-3286.  
 
22nd ~ WHEP Information Gathering and Sign-up 
~ 6:00 P.M. ~ Mississippi River Eco Tourism 
Center at Rock Creek Marina & Campground, 
Camanche, IA ~ Are you interested in Iowaôs 
wildlife? Join Scott County and Clinton County 
Conservations and 4-H Extension & Outreach for a 
kick-off meeting on WHEP (Wildlife Habitat 
Education Program). This program is geared for 
grades 4-12th. This program will run once a month 
year-round.  Please call the Wapsi River Center for 
further details (563) 328-3286. 

http://getmeregistered.com/MonarchMigrationFunRun
http://getmeregistered.com/MonarchMigrationFunRun


FEATRUING:  

Ms. Mariposaôs Monarch Butterfly Bus  

 Scott County Libraries Book Mobile 

11:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.  

MONARCH PRESENTION:  Learn about the natural history and life cycle of the 
Monarch butterfly.  

 

Noon to 2:30 P.M.  

KIDS ACTIVITY STATIONS: Butterfly Crafts, seed ball making, & education stations. 

 

MONARCH BUTTERFLY CATCHING, TAGGING, 
TESTING AND RELEASING: Catch monarch 
butterflies on the prairie.   

 

PLEASE SEE OUR CALENDAR OF EVENTS OR 
CALL FOR MORE DETAILS (563)328-3286. 

Visitors to the Wapsi River Environmental Education Center come to see and enjoy the displays 
at the Eagle View Eco Center. A very important part of environmental education at the Wapsi 
Center revolves around the live animal displays.  Each year, thousands of individuals come to 
learn about the wild animals that are found in the region.  A new sponsorship program is being 
designed to meet the special needs required to maintain the animals at the Wapsi Center. 
Schools, classrooms, youth organizations, families and individuals are encouraged to join and 
sponsor an animal. Sponsorships make great gifts!  If you are interested in sponsoring an 
animal, give the Center a call at (563) 328-3286. We have a variety of animals up for 
sponsorship including: four raptors, several snakes, turtles, and frogs. Sponsor ships are as 
follows: 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Upon sponsoring an animal, you will receive a packet of information containing: a fact sheet of 
your animal, photograph of the animal, letter of thanks and recognition of sponsorship on 
animalôs enclosure.  If you are interested in helping contribute to the care of these animals, but 
are not interested in sponsoring an animal, you may send a check payable to the Friends of the 
Wapsi Center, Inc. at Wapsi River Environmental Education Center ~ Attn: Sponsor-an-Animal 
~ 31555 52nd Avenue ~ Dixon, IA  52745.  

Amphibians  Snake, Turtle, or Fish Aquarium  Raptor or Wild Bird Feeders  



 Let me introduce to you a small helpful plant 
that you might have growing in your very own yard 

Heal-all, Prunella 
vulgaris. This plant got its 
name long ago from the 
ñDoctrine of Signaturesò, 
which was a theory which 
held the belief that by 
looking at a plantôs 
physical characteristics 
one could determine its 
medicinal properties.  Heal
-all has small flowers 
which resemble small open 
mouths, suggesting it may 
be a cure for sore throats, 
coughs or even colds. 
Other names for Heal-all 
include self-heal, 
carpenterôs herb, wound 
wort and heart of the earth.    

 Heal-all is wides-
spread across Iowa. It is 
traditionally a woodland 

species, but can be found in prairies, open areas, 
roadsides, and even backyards.  It seems to prefer full 
growing full sun areas. The plantôs origins are from 
Europe and it is thought to have been brought to the 
United States for medicinal purposes.  It is now 
considered native to both Europe and the US.  

 Heal-all is a member of the Mint family 
Lamiacea, which are known 
for their square stems. The 
plant is fairly easy to recognize 
by looking for its small flower 
spikes which resemble 
pinecones, and measure 
roughly one inch tall and one 
half an inch wide. Flower 
spikes, are born on top of 
plants that have square stems 
and oppositely paired lance 
shaped leaves up to four inches 
long. One flower spike has 
many small flowers 
surrounding the spike. Only a 
few flowers will be blooming 
at a time and flowers 

continue to emerge on the spike throughout the 
summer months. Blooming occurs from May to 
September.   

 Individual flowers have a mouth like 
appearance. The upper lobe is rounded and will show 
the most color, from pink to purple. The lower lip of 
the flower has 3 lobes, with teeth-like spikes. 
Pollinators, such as small bees, flies, ants and wasps 
are attracted to the minute flowers.  Heal-all may 
propagate by seeds or by creating new plants through 
nodes that root when they touch bare ground. Either 
way, if you see several plants close together they are 
likely related from an original colony. 

 Heal-all has been used medicinally in Europe 
for sore throats, stomach troubles, fever, liver 
problems, colic and female problems. Leaves can be 
used to make a poultice that may applied to cuts, 
scrapes and burns. The young leaves and stems can be 
eaten raw in salads; the plant as a whole can be boiled 
and eaten as a leaf vegetable and the stems and leafy 
parts of the plant can be powdered and brewed in a 
cold infusion to make a crisp tea-like beverage.   

 Once again Heal-all is an amazing plant and can 
be harvested and used medicinally. Seeds may be 
harvested and planted in the fall. Mature plants are easy 
to dig up and transplant. Next time you are out hiking 
see if you can find this incredible plant species, or 
maybe just check your very own yard! 

Heal-all flower head;  

Wildflowers of Iowaôs 
Woodlands; 

Runkel & Bull, 1995 

Heal-all Flower Spike,  

Wapsi River Center; 

Michael J. Granger  

Heal-all Colony, Wapsi River Center; 

Michael J. Granger  

By Naturalist Michael J. Granger  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaf_vegetable


This summer when you are near the river, 
lakes, or creeks keep on the look out for damselflies! 
You have probably seen these bright blue, orange, or 
metallic green flying insects before. Odonata is the 
order of flying predatory insects. Odonata is Greek for 
tooth meaning that damselflies and dragonflies have 
ñteeth-likeò mandibles. The order Odonata has been 
around for 250 million years almost unchanged. 
Dragonflies and damselflies were evolved before the 
dinosaur and are thought to be the first animal to ever 
fly! There are 2,600 damselfly species across the 
whole world and 44 species of these damselflies live in 
Iowa.  

Damselflies are similar to the popular 
dragonfly but with a few differences. Here are some 
key ID differences between them. With the larva; 
damselflies have three leaf like gills at the end of their 
abdomen (butt) while dragonfly larva has internal 
gills. Damselfly adultsô range around one and a half or 
two inches (much smaller than dragonflies). While 
resting damselflies hold their four wings closed above 
their back, and dragonflies will typically hold their 
wings open sideways while resting. To spot damselfly 
nymphs you have to scoop up some mud and look for 
a 6-legged insect, with 3 fan shaped gills at the end of 
their abdomen, and huge compound eyes. 

Damselflies are aerial acrobats. They are 
carnivores that prey on small insects. Their jaw is 
shaped like a scoop picking up the prey in front of 
them. An adult damselfliesô favorite food are spiders. 

Damselfly nymphs play an important role in the 
aquatic food chain providing a food source for small 
fish! Damselflies demonstrate their courtship display 

in the air. The male will hover in the air showing off 
his colors to the female. 
Damselflies then join 
together and fly in tandem 
to mate. The female then 
will lay her eggs inside 
aquatic plant tissues 
sometimes even underwater. 
The male will stay clasped 
to the female until the 
process is done.  

These eggs laid in the 
summer take about 3-5 
weeks to hatch. But the eggs 
laid in the fall might not 

hatch until spring. Damselfly nymphs then live in the 
water for about 3 years. During this time the larva 
molts around 15 
times. During the 
last molt they climb 
out of the water and 
emerge as a 
damselfly! It takes 
their wings about 
half an hour to 
stretch and dry out 
to be able to fly. The 
adult damselfly only 
lives 3-4 weeks. 

This summer when you are near water try to 
spot some of these aerial acrobats. Or, if you are in the 
water, try looking through some underwater debris to 
find the nymph stage!  

By: Assistant Naturalist Clarah Buhman  

Ebony Jewelwing 
Male; Ann Johnson, 
2005 

Adult Azure Bluet; Greg 
Lasley 



ñThe W.R.E.N.ò is published quarterly by the Wapsi River Environmental Education Center and the Scott 
County Conservation Board.ò  
 
Mailing List: Receive a copy of the WREN free of charge by sending a postcard to the address above. 
 

The Scott County Conservation Board in the provision of services and facilities to the public does not discriminate against 
anyone on the basis of race, color, sex, creed, national origin, age or handicap.  If anyone believes they have been subject to 
discrimination, they may file a complaint alleging discrimination with either the Scott County Conservation Board or the 
Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of Interior, Washington D.C. 20240. 

Scott County Conservation Board 
Members: 
    Rich Mohr      Doug Grenier 
    John ñSkipò OôDonnell Beth McAleer 
    Amy Murphy                          Mark Phipps 
Director: 
   Roger Kean 
 
 
 

Phone Numbers 
Wapsi River Environmental Education Center 
 (563) 328-3286 
Scott County Conservation Board 
 (563) 328-3280 
 
 

Wapsi River Environmental Education 
Center Staff 
   Dave Murcia, Director/Naturalist 
   Mike Granger, Naturalist 
   Becky Baugh, Naturalist 
   Clarah Buhman, Assistant Naturalist 
   Paige Owings, Assistant Naturalist 
   Kenny Mitchell, Caretaker  
       
       

WAPSI RIVER E. E. CENTER 
31555 52ND AVENUE 
DIXON, IA  52745 
Tel: (563) 328-3286 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


