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Wapsi Cent er

Happenings

by Bob Br yant, Dir ect or

Quad City Bald Eagle Days
Bald Eagle Days were held at the QCCA Expo Center on
January 9-11. The temperature was warmer than past years and
there were plenty of eaglesin the aea but attendance was
down again thisyea. The Waps River Center participated by
helping with schodl programs on Friday and by having a boath.
We had 8,803 visit the Center’s boath on Saturday and Sunday.
: Thiswas approximately 1,000 more than last
2%\ yea. Our boah's theme this yea was “Animal
V Winter Adaptation”. Kidsloved following the
animal tradks we had stuck on the floor of our
boah.

School Field Trips

From September-February of this £hoadl yea, 3,873 students,
teaders and parents participated in 58 field trips at the Wapsi
River Center. Asexpeded, there was an increasein both
attendance and number of field trips over last yea at thistime.
Thisincrease was largely due to 2 large schools which aternate
coming to the Wapsi River Center every other yea.

We had threeovernight field trips that used the
dormitory. There were 14 winter field trips, one = '
more than last yea. We had one cacdlation,
due to a schoadl scheduling conflict.

Congratulations!

Glen Wooldridge, Davenport, won the Michael
Blaser print “ The Painted River”. Raffle
proceeds benefit the Wapsi River Environmental
Education Center.

Asin past yeas, we still have quite afew days open in April
but May isfilling yp fast. If you are ateader who wantsto
schedule afield trip or take advantage of our new dormitory
and schedule an overnight field trip, give usa cdl at (563) 328
3286
Eco Center Hours Change ]X/
The Eagle View Eco Center and its interpretive X >
displays will be open (freeof charge) Saturdays ;@E
anY

and Sundays from 1:00 - 5:00 P.M., April 3 -
October 31.

Need A Guest Speaker?

The Scott County Conservation Board now has its own
PowerPoint projedor. The projedor and the acompanying
laptop computer will be kept at the Wapsi River Center.
PowerPoint will enable usto update and develop new
presentations, in ways not easily done with 35mm glides.

If you are looking for a spe&ker for a dub,
business civic organizaion, schodl in-
service, banquet, etc., in Scott or Clinton
Courties, give the Waps River Center a
call at (563) 3283286 We do not charge
for spe&king engagements, but are more
than happy to accept donations on behalf
of the Wapsi River Center.

PowerPoint presentations currently avail able: The Wapsi River
Center and Activities, Ferns of the Quad City Area, Nocturnal
Imagery, Greener Schools, Environmental Education in
Clinton County, Trumpeter Swan Restoration, Roadside
Management and Butterflies of lowa. All presentations work
well in a30- to 45minute time frame.

Hours of Operation Change

Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pioneer Village
;-‘!'-""’”-; 9:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M.
: 7 days a week
April through October
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NATURE IDENTIFICATION SERIES PLANNED
siiff||linss>- aillfffii siil]|llie -
Theworld of natureisfull of beauty. One merely hasto go outside, for any length of time, to befilled and inspired
by the living organismsin our region. Would being able to identify local plant and animal species increase your

enjoyment of the natural world? Then let me introduce you to a new public program series being planned through
the Wapsi River Environmental Education Center.

the Wapsi River Environmental Education Center for your program
flyer, (563) 328-3286.

During atypical program, attendees will receive illustrations to begin making a personal _
identification guide. Each program will involve a period of instruction, oftentimesfollowed by a |, ~

hike. Attendees will be using the guide to take notes, doodle sketches, etc. about the local flora W
or fauna being discussed. Those interested in attending are asked to bring any type of blank book ', / . r
(i.e., spira notebook, sketch book, 3-ring binder, etc.) and writing utensil to each program. .k A |

A variety of topics will be focused on throughout the year to help you grow in your knowledge of E"-. .
the natural world. Some program topics will include: seasonal woodland wildflowers, seasonal “‘1) AL
I

prairie wildflowers, herpentiles, birds of prey, butterflies, trees and many more. Severa LS 1 ol
agencies will be participating in providing these programs, so watch the calendar of eventsin =~ 8253 | '
both The W.R.E.N. (Scott County newsletter) and Prairie Whispers (Clinton County ;I ; lLI'I '
newdetter). A small picture of anotebook (& ) will designate the nature identification e AT

series programs. \gl ¥

Anindividual may attend as many programs as he or she wishes. It all depends on how big of an identification guide
you wish to create. If you have any questions, would like to suggest a particular topic, or would like to present a
program, call the Wapsi River Center at (563) 328-3286.



Living Green... by Renne Leitz

It may be snowy and cold outside, but the garden catalogs arriving in the mail are making us think spring! This year,
as you are planning flowerbeds and vegetabl e gardens, there are several things you can do to help keep our
environment healthy at the same time.

On alarge scale, many farmers are conscientious about the overuse of pesticides and finding more efficient farming
methods, such as minimum tillage. Home gardeners can apply some of these same practices on a smaller scale, such
as using mulch and learning which plants are best suited to your personal landscape. Did you know that organic
pesticides are now available, and pest-repellent plantings, plus insects, such as ladybird beetles, can be introduced to
control harmful bugs? Have you considered starting a compost pile to create wonderful fertilizer for your gardening
proj ects?

If you would like to learn more about keeping your own personal "farm" more environmentally safe,
join me at the Wapsi River Center on Tuesday, April 20, at 6:30 P.M. We will discuss how to keep
your green spaces truly "green"!

Scott County Park Pool West L ake Park Beach & Concessions
Open: Memoria Day Weekend Food and beverages will be available at the beach and the
Re-open: Early June - Late August boathouse. A variety of aquatic equipment is available for rent.
Weekdays: Noon - 8 PM & Weekends: 10 AM - 8 PM Bait isaso available at the boathouse.

Open: Labor Day Weekend

(\\ Beach/Concession:
1 ) Open: Memorial Day - Labor Day ~ 11 AM - 8 PM
~

Boathouse/Concession:

Registration: Will start in mid- May 1 (weather permitting) - Memoria Day:

April and continue after pool Weekends. 10 AM - 8 PM

opens ~ Call (563) 328-3282 After Mem. Day: Weekdays & Weekends. 10 AM - 8 PM

Scott County Park Pool Learn-
to-Swim Program
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2 W he Wild

: omen in the ‘Wi

® Saturday, June 26 - Sunday, June 27

:

)
AnoTher great opportunity to experience aWomen in the Wild workshop has arived. The
)

@ god of the workshop is to introduce avaiety of seasond octivities and topics to women.
The two-day, overnight workshop will be held from 7:30 A.M. Saturday, June 26, through
4:30 P.M. Sunday, June 27. The workshop will take place at the Wopsi River Environmentd
@ Education Center and severd satellite aeas. Women of

@ ; o+ dl ages ae welcome to affend, but must be at least 12
\.} ' years old by the workshop date.

ol

®

) 2= , , . . .
'\ ;.‘!tse This summer’s workshop has avariety of inferesting

®

3 topics and activities to explore. Some events taking
R

place during the workshop indude: conoeing, fishing,
tour of pear|l button museum, orienteering, night hike,
eco-tourism, packing light ond preserving memories.
Mony more exdting events are being planned, so check
your cdendars ond consider registering ealy. Cdl
©63) 328-3286 for further information ~ ask for Lisa.

®




M ar ch

13" ~ Ernest Oberholtzer: Environmentalist and Explorer ~
10:30 A.M. ~ Nahant Marsh ~ Thelife and legacy of this
Davenport native will be presented by Ober's first biographer,
9 & Joe Paddack and writer, Bill Holm. Visitors are
‘ invited to hike the one-mil e interpretive trail
before or after the presentation. Light
refreshments will be served. Nahant Marsh is
locaed at 4220Wapell o Avenue, off Interstate
280and Highway 22, at the west end of
Davenport.

13" ~ Star Party ~ Dusk ~ Sherman Park ~ Join the Quad
Cities Astronomicd Society at Sherman Park's north end to
explore the night sky.

20" ~ Recycled Stitches~1:00 P.M. ~Wapsi River Center ~
Was one of your New Y ea's resolutions to dosomething to
proted the environment, or perhaps lean a new craft? If so,
then this program is exadly what you've been waiting for. Come
join naturalist Lisa Gerwulf as she shows you how to crede a
versatile "shopping’ bag with recycled shopping bags.
Participants will spend an afternoon in the relaxing atmosphere
of Redtail Lodge aeding plastic "yarn" out of recycled
shopping/grocery bags. Then you'll seehow to creae a

lightweight, durable bag using simple knitting
’ and crocheting techniques. Y ou don't haveto

be aknitting or crocheting expert, but a
‘ icursory knowledge of these skill s would help.

of sharp scisrs, size 11 knitting reedles or
size 9N crochet hook, metal ruler and fine-tipped permanent
marker. If you have accesto a quiltingtoal cdled arotary
cutter and mat, consider bringing these, too. Pre-registration is
required, so cdl (563 328-3286t0 reserve your spat.

27" ~Volunteer Workday ~9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. ~ Wapsi
River Center ~ Lookingfor a aurre for cabin fever? A little
spring cleaning at the Wapsi River Center is sire to dothe trick!
The Wapsi Center staff will have avariety of tasksto suit al
talents and skill | evels. Tools and lunch will be provided. Please
cdl (563 328-3286to volurnteq.

30" ~& ~Waterfowl Migration ~6:00 P.M. ~ Goose L ake
Wildlife Area ~ The marsh is aresting and feeding point along
the spring migration route for many spedes of wetland birds.
Join Clinton County naturali sts for a glimpse of
migrating ducks, geese and other waterfowl
inhabiting Goose Lake. Participants are asked to
bring binoculars, field guides, and med in the
west-central parkinglot for viewing.

31% ~ lowa Wildlife Conservation ~ 7:00 P.M. ~ Soaring
Eagle Nature Center ~lowa DNR Wildlife Biologist Bob
Sheds presents atopic to be announced.

April

1% ~ Nahant Marsh Cleanup Day ~8:30- 11:30 A.M. ~
Nahant M ar sh ~ Join the seasonal voluntee effort to beautify

Each participant neadsto bringthe following & :
’items: 5 plastic, shoppng/grocery bags, pair

p 9
Nahant Marsh. Participants are asked to bring work gloves, old
clothes and to wea sturdy shoes or boats.

1% ~ Season Opener ~9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. ~ Buffalo Bill
Cody Homestead ~ Today is the season opener for the Cody
Homestead. The homestead is open 7 days aweek from 9:00
A.M. - 5:00 P.M. Admissgon feeis $2.00 for adults and freeto
those 16 yeas old and younger. The homestead, 28050 238
Ave,, islocaed west of Princeton, IA, off County Road F33.

1% ~Woodcock Watch ~ 6:30 P.M. ~ Sherman Park ~ Come

I watch the dynamic display of the American

jeaimrid,  Woodcock at Sherman Park’s north entrance.
WSS Thisis our 19" yea watching the

==..__ woodcocks courtship “Skydance”, and they

: have dways treaed us to agood show.

3% ~Kite Flying 101 ~10:00 A.M. - Noon ~West L ake
Park, Gate#1 - Rolling Hills Shelter ~*“Up, up and away!”
Nothing can make your spirits oar like building and flying your
very own kite. Using sticks, string, paper and glue, crede a
traditional diamond bow kite. After construction, participants
will [ aunch their creaions on atest flight. Interested participants
are asked to pre-register by March 26, (563) 328-3286 Supply
cost is$2.00 per kite.

6" ~ Trumpeter Swan Release ~ 10:00 A.M. ~ Crystal

& § Lake ~ Youngtrumpeter swans will be released into the

. wild this gring. Join Clinton County naturali sts and
the Department of Natural Resources for

this gedal event. Crystal Lake can be
und 2 miles west of DeWitt on 252"
Stree, then north on 262" Avente,
following the signs.

A

6" ~ Nighttime Prairie Burn ~ 7:30 P.M. ~ Wapsi River
Center ~ (April 8israin/wind date) ~ Roadside biologist Walt
Wickham will li ght up the night sky during this educational
program. Fireisanatural part of aprairie’slife g/cle. Along
with a spedaaular show, Walt will explain the how, why and
when of prairie burns.

7" ~Woodcock Watch ~7:30 P.M . ~ Soaring Eagle Nature
Center ~ Come watch the dynamic display of the American
woodcock at the Soaring Eagle Nature Center. It' salwaysa
good show watching the woodcocks  courtship " Skydance',
so plan to attend.

9" ~ Frog Chorus ~ Dusk ~ Nahant Marsh ~

Nahant Marsh isthe location for this musicd
performance Participants will be helping with the

frog and toad survey that is being used to

determine the population inventory of Nahant

Marsh. Participants are asked to bring asmall flashlight
and be sure to dressfor the weaher. The survey will be
held every other week urtil July 16. For more detail s,
cdl Jody at (563 3235196



Events

15" ~ Nighttime Prairie Burn ~ 8:00 P.M. ~ Soaring Eagle
Nature Center ~ (April 22 israin/wind date) ~ Once ajain
join roadside biologist Walt Wickham for another lesson on
using fire for prairie management. The Soaring Eagle Nature
Center islocaed off Highway 67 an the north end of Clinton,
lowa. Please cdl (563) 847-7202for more detail s.

17" ~ Beginning Digital Nature Photography ~9:30 A.M. ~
Wapsi River Center ~ Digital cameras are not just for the usual
- family, landscepe and vacaion photos. Nature

photography with a digital camerais not quite
@ as smple aswith astandard 35mmsingle lens
reflex camera, but has advantages over the

standard pdnt-and-shoot camera. Bob Bryant will share his
experiences taking reture photos with a digital camera. Items
covered will be: digital camera's advantages and di sadvantages,
cameratypes, megapixel size, accesories, image resolution and
compresson, expasure, close-up photography, tips and tricks.
Participants are encouraged to bring their cameras. Thiswill be
athreepart series (other dates to be agreed upon by
participants); pre-registration is required, limit of 10
participants. To register, cdl the Wapsi River Center at (563
3283286

=

S
River Center ~ Ever wanted to domore with your ﬂv
waste paper than just droppingit in aregyclingbin or .~/
garbage can? How about making your own inspired %75
stationary? Lean the basics of home papermaking,
plus, have the oppatunity to make your own paper and
experiment with creaive ambelli shments. Participants sould
bring soft, absorbent cloth or felt squares approximately 9"x11",

one for eat shed of paper desired. Pre-register by April 9,
(563) 328-3286 Supply cost is $2.00 per participant.

17" ~ Paper making 101 ~ 1:00 P.M. ~ Wapsi

17" ~ Eden Valley Nature Center Opener ~1:00 - 4:00 P.M.
~ Eden Valley Refuge ~ The Nature Center will be open from
1:00- 4:00 P.M. on Saturdays, now through October. A

wil dflower hike will be held at 1:30 P.M. to explore the spring
colors of the woods. As always, we ae looking for volurteesto
open the Nature Center on Saturdays. No experienceis
necessary. Call the Clinton County Conservation Board at (563
847-7202for information.

17" ~ Star Party ~ Dusk ~ Sherman Park ~ Join the Quad
Cities Astronomicd Society at Sherman Park's north end to
explore the night sky.

17" - 24" ~ Earth Week ~ Find

your personal way to show the eath 9
you care and celebrate the 34"
anniversary of Earth Week. This

yea severa locd agencies are
planning adiviti es during this week.
Chedk locd mediafor events or contad Jody Patterson at (563
323-5196for abrochure of events. Ideas for cdebrating Earth
Week can aso befound at the National Wil dlife Federation’s
website: www.nwf.org/nati onal wil dli feweek/index.html. Earth

Day isApril 22.

20" ~ K eeping Your Green Spaces Truly " Green" ~6:30
P.M. ~Waps River Center ~ Renne Lietz, author of Living
Green, will present a program on the environmentally friendly
home garden. SeeL.iving Green article for a preview of
program.

20" ~ Environmental Education in Clinton County ~7:00
P.M. ~ Soaring Eagle Nature Center ~ Clinton County EE
Coordinator Mark Robertswill present a program on the scope
of EE effortsin Clinton County. Lean about the CCCB’srolein
the Wapsi River Center, Eden Valley, Soaring Eagle and Rock
Creek.
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22" ~& ~Wildflower Walk ~6:30 P.M. ~
Waps River Center ~ Join Bob Bryant on a
walk to appredate the spring woodand

wil dflowers of the aea Participants sould
med at the Eagle View Eco Center.

e
o
\ -".,.."'
o
22" ~ Spelunking ~ 6:30 P.M . ~ Eden Valley Refuge ~ Take
awild cave tour at Werden’s Cave with the Clinton County

naturali sts. Med at Eden Valley Nature Center; pre-registration
isrequired, (563) 847-7202

24" ~ Spring Pheasant Festival ~4:30 P.M. ~ Wheatland
Community Center ~ The Clinton County Chapter of
Pheasants Forever is planning afamily night of fun at the
Whealand Community Center. They will have lots of games,
doar prizes, an auction and a butterfly chop dnner. Cost is
$15.00for adults and $500 for kids under 16; people need not
be membersto attend. Call Dan at (563) 659-9876for tickets.

24" ~ & ~Moonlight Frog Chorus~ 7:00 P.M. ~ Wapsi
River Center ~ Experiencethe sounds of the season, in search
of the frogs and toads which inhabit the Wapsi River Center.
Please bring a flashlight and waterproof foctwea.

30" ~ Arbor Day ~ Planting atreeshows faith in the future! It's

also agred way to commemorate abirth,
deah, anniversary or other spedal event. @
1% ~ Blue Heron Eco Cruises~ 6:30 P.M. ~ Rock Creek
Marina and Campground ~ Every Saturday evening through
October, the Clinton County Conservation Board will be
offering returali st-guided Eco cruises aboard the Blue Heron
pontoon boat on the Misgssppi River in the Rock Creek Area
Please cdl (563) 847-7202to reserve aspat, as gaceislimited
to 20 people. Cost for the excursion is $6 for adults, $3 for

children urder 16 and freefor children urder 5. Children urder
16 must be acompanied by an adult.

M ay

1% ~& ~Moth Hike~8:00 P.M. ~Wapsi River Center ~
Come and discover some of the anazng rocturnal inseds of the
Waps River Center. Join Michad Granger, Naturalist, for a
lesson on lepidopterans. Lights, bed sheds and bait will be used
to attraa moths for observation and identificaion. Bring a
flashlight and dressappropriately for the weeher.

6" ~ Lock & Dam Eco Cruises ~5:30 P.M. ~ Ninth Avenue
Boat Ramp in Clinton ~ Every Thursday eveningthrough



October, the Clinton County Conservation Board will be
offering returali st-guided Eco cruises aboard the Blue Heron
pontoon boat on the Misgssppi River up to, and sometimes
through, Lock & Dam 13. Call (563) 847-7202to reserve your

sed on the Blue Heron pontoon boat today (20 spots
available). Cost for the excursion is $6 for adults, $3
for children urder 16 and freefor children urder 5. | ‘
Med at the Ninth Avenue boat ramp in Clinton. :! ﬂ m
6" ~& ~TheNight Shift ~7:30P.M. ~Wapsi River Center
~ The Waps Center is home to lowa s threemost-common owls
—the gred horned, screed and barred owls. Lean more aout
Mother Nature's night shift with us aswe cdl the raptors.
Participants $ould bring asmall flashlight.

8" ~ Soaring Eagle Nature Center Open House ~9:00A.M.
- Noon ~ Soaring Eagle Nature Center ~ Theinterpretive
center will be open to visitors who will find interesting rew
displays. Refreshments and guided tours of the barn,
schoaolhouse and trail swill be off ered throughout the day.

11"~ & ~Wildflower Walk ~6:00 P.M. ~ M anikowski
Preserve ~ The beautiful pale pink, purple and white hues of
the shooting star are in abundance during thistime of yea. This
shortgrass limestone prairie provides an excdl ent oppatunity
to explore part of lowa s heritage. Manikowski Prairie ca be
found by turning rorth from Highway 136 at Goose Lake onto
A34 and procealing rorth 1 mile, then taking 137" Street
(gravel) Yamile eat.

13"~ & ~Investigating Inseds~6:30P.M. ~Wapsi River
Center ~ Come explore the miniature world of inseds with
naturalist Mike Granger. Lean how having 6 legs, threebody
parts, compound eyes and antennaemake inseds one
of the most dominating groups on the eath.
Participants will have the oppatunity to creae and
decorate amake-n-takeinsed "hotel". Interested
participants are asked to pre-register by May 7, (563
3283286 Supply cost is $1.00 per "hotel".

15" ~ M ockridge Nature Hike ~ 1:00 P.M. ~ M ockridge
Preserve ~ Mockridge Preserve isa unique aeafor discovering
wil dflowers, birds and ather interesting retural feaures. Take

Y 44 north of Calamus, then take 215" Street west to 160"
Avenue and turn north. Mockridge Preserve will be ¥ of amile
on the | eft.

15" ~ Star Party ~ Dusk ~ Sherman Park ~ Join the Quad
Cities Astronomicd Society at Sherman Park' s north end to
explore the night sky.

18" ~ Roadside M anagement ~ 7:00 P.M. ~ Soaring Eagle
Nature Center ~ The Clinton CCB’s Roadside Manager Walt
Wickham will present a program explaining the phil osophy
behind Integrated Roadside V egetation Management and its
pradicd application in Clinton Courty.

29" ~ Night Hike ~8:30 P.M. ~ Eden Valley y
Refuge ~ Ranger Chip Brown will | ead participants

on an after-dark tour of the refuge’s murkiest corners. Med at
the Eden Valley Nature Center and bring a small flashlight.

25th ~ Backwater Canoeing ~ 6:00 P.M. ~ Rock Creek
Marina and Campground ~ Longtime canoeist and CCCB

Naturali st Chuck Jacmbsen will | ead paddiers of all skill | evels
througha mazeof hidden lakes in the backwaters of the
Misgssppi River.

29" ~ Rock Creek Marina Spring Celebration ~ Rock Creek
Marina & Campground ~ To ceebrate anew season at the
Rock Creek Marina & Campground, a variety of adivities will
be taking place There will be free caoeing for campers and
park visitors. Blue Heron Eco cruises will also be available,
starting at 7:00 P.M. on Saturday. Please cdl (563) 847-7202to
sign up for the Eco cruises. The canp store will have 25-cent
hot dogs and chips avail able. Freemovies will be held at dusk,
at the pavili on, wrapping p this fun family event!

30" & 31% ~Heritage Days~ 11:00A.M. - 5:00 P.M. ~ Dan
Nagle Walnut Grove Pioneer Vill age ~ Enjoy
the sights, sounds and smells of yesteryea! The
past will cometo life & the Vill age &
interpreters and adors reaede pioneq life.
There will be pionee craft demonstrations, folk
music and a gunshow performed by the Wapsi
Wranglers. Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pionee -
Villageislocaed on the north side of Scott County Park.
Admisdgon is $2.00 for adults and $100 for children.

June

4" - 6" ~ Free Fishing Days ~ Let's go fishing! During these
threedays, lowa residents may fish and possessfish without a
fishing license.

5" ~ Fishing Clinic ~8:00A.M. - Noon ~ West L ake Park,
Gate #1 - Rolling Hill s Shelter ~ Kids, kindergarten through
6" grade, and an adult chaperone ae invited to attend this event.
Registration will begin at 8:00 A.M. at the Rolling Hill s selter.
The individuals will spend the morning travelingto five
different stations learning about fish identification, casting, fish
cleaning and tasting, laws and ethics, and equipment. Thereis
no charge for this family event!

5" ~ Hayrack Ridesin the Park ~5:00P.M. (start time) ~
141’ Rock Creek Marina and Campground ~ Join a
ranger-guided, 30-minute ride aound Rock

stand until 9:00 P.M.

% Creek Marina and Campground. Rides will be
leaving every 45 minutes from the concesson

5" ~ Saturday Night at the M ovies ~ Dusk ~ Eden Valley
Refuge ~ Family nature-theme movies will be shown. Popcorn
isfreeof charge to guestsin pavili on.

6th ~ North Fork of the Maquoketa River Float ~8:00A.M.
~ Cascade, lowa's Riverside Park ~ Veteran canoeist and
CCCB Naturali st Chuck Jambsen leads experienced canoeists
down 18.6 mil es of this pristine stream. Thistrip isnot for
beginners and will entail about 8 hours of steady padding. On
our bre&ks, we will be takingwater samples and examining the
aquatic life, aswell as sunnng on the beades and combing
them for fossls and the like. Call (563) 242-9088 ¢ (563) 847-
7202to register. You will be cdled to confirm your reservation.

7" - 10" ~ EDIWILD 2004~ Educatorsin the Wild
Workshop ~ Seespedal sedion for more detail s.



7" - 11" ~ Young Pioneers Day Camp ~ 9:00A.M. - 3:00 wil dlife identification, recyclingand our role with neture. This
P.M. ~Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pioneer Village ~ Laura day camp is geaed for children 6-11 yeas of age. Contad Tara
Ingalls Wilder Week will kick-off eight, one-week day camps Youngers at (563) 328-3283for more information.

hosted hy the Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pionee Vill age. Lean
what life was like in the pionee days. Experience how Laura

Ingall slived by spending timein an 18005 cabin and one-room ~ ROck Creek Marina & Campground ~ Family /////
school. Enjoy crafts sich as ©ap decorating, candle dippingand  Nature-theme movies will be shown. Popcorn is &L

much more. This day camp is geaed for children 6-11yeasof ~ freeof chargeto guestsin the pavili on.

19" ~ Saturday Night at the M ovies ~ Dusk ~

age. Contad Tara Youngers at (563) 328-3283for registration 19" ~ Star Party ~ Dusk ~ Sherman Park ~ Join the Quad

information.

Cities Astronomicd Society at Sherman Park’ s north end to

12" ~ Free Canoeing Day ~ All Day ~ Rock Creek Marina ~ €xplore the night sky.
and Campground ~ Rock Creek’s 10 canoes will be avail able 21% - 25" ~ Young Pioneers Day Camp ~9:00A.M. - 3:00

to use freeof charge dl day in the Misdsdppi backwaters
surrounding the park.

P.M. ~ Dan Nage Walnut Grove Pioneer Vill age ~ Nature
Week is next in a series of eight, one-week camps hosted by the

12" ~ Triathlon ~ 7:00 A.M. ~ West L ake Park, Gate #1 - Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pionee Vill age. Thisis one week
Beach Parking Lot ~ Participants begin the day by svimming ~ Where you can adually camp out under the stars for one night!

14" - 18" ~ Y oung Pioneers Day Camp ~ 9:00A.M. - 3:00
P.M. ~Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pioneer Vill age ~ Ecology

= Lakeof the Hill s, then bike a15-mile trek and return to Enjoy lots of nature afts, hikes, ean about deer and ather

v

West Lake Park to finish with arun. Pre-registration s~ Wildlifein the park, plus take atrip to the Wapsi River Center.
required. Contad either Eric Sarno at (608) 8487441 @ Thisday camp is geared for children 6-11 yeas of age. Contad
(608) 2091054 or Kirby Winn (Diredor of - TaaYoungersat (563) 328-3283for more information.

Public Relations at Augustana Coll ege) at y
(309 7947473

26" ~ Observatory Open House ~ Dusk ~ Wapsi
River Center ~ Join Dr. Mitchell, Diredor of the
Monsignor Menke Observatory, for atour of the
summer sky. Please cdl (563) 3336141 m the day
of the event to find out if the weaher conditi ons will
permit viewing.

|

Week is next in aseries of eight, one-week camps hosted by the  5gth o 27" _\\omen in the Wild Wor kshop ~ 7:30A.M.
Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pionee Vill age. Lean about theland, (g4t ) - 4:30 P.M. (Sun.) ~ Wapsi River Center ~ Seethe
water and wildlife. An exploratory visit to the Maguoketa Caves spedal ad, ealier in newdetter, for further details.

will be included. Activitieswill i nclude nature aafts, plant and
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i EDIWILD 2004 -

| “Putting the Splash in Education” I

. Monday, June 7 - Thursday, June 10 i
= 2 |

: EDIWILD (Educaorsin the Wild) is a 4-day the Wapsi River Center’'s Owl’s Nest Dormitory. |

! teaders workshop (including evening adivities) to Participants are encouraged to stay overnight on !
I fadlitate the incorporation d environmental Monday; however, you do nt have to stay -

| educationinto the schod curriculum. The workshop overnight on Tuesday or Wednesday. i

| will use an interdisciplinary approach o teacing and |

a Will emphasize evironmental issues. v Continuing education credit through Drake |
' University and relicensure aedit through the AEA ¥

| v Workshopsitesinclude: Nahant Marsh Field 9 will be available for those interested. |

! Station, Rock Creek Marina and Campground, |

T Wapsi River Environmental Educaion Center. v Cost for the workshopwill be $60. Thisdoesnot L
| include continuing education credit or relicensure !

| v Activities and topicsinclude: IOWATER, credit costs. |

I limnad ogy, snapshot sampling, herpetology, marsh |

" bird identification, ferns of the Quad Cities If youare interested, dease mntad the Wapsi River +
| region, vermiculture and much more. Center at (563) 328-3286. We will sendyouan |

| EDIWILD brochure, which will i nclude aregistration |

4 v Overnight acommodations will be available & form, daily adivities and aher workshop dtail s. i
! b




The Lost and Almost Lost

by Bob Bryant
Wapsi River E. E. Center, Director

The Lost and Almost Lost is a series of articles on lowa’'s game
animals and hav theyhavefared duing the settlement of
lowa. The seriesisbased on* A Courtry SoFull of Game” by
James Dinsmore (1994). Thisbodk isa comprehensive history
of the interaction d manwith lowa’swildlife. Find ou what
spedes of wildlife we havelost, what spedeswe muld lose,
andwhat spedeswere lost but reintroduced.

Most of the pre-settlement records of American bison
(commonly cdled bufalo) came from ealy explorers
and milit ary expediti ons foll owing the Misssdppi and
Missuri Rivers. The ealiest lowareoord isfoundin the
journals of Joliet and Marquettein 1673. They mention
sedng many herds of up to 400animals and described
them aswild cattle.

Early milit ary expeditions were led by Stephen Long
(southwest lowain 1820, Stephen Keaney (northwest
lowain 1820and nath-central lowain 1835 and
Captain James Allen (led a ammpany of U.S. Army
dragoons from Fort Dodge into Minnesota, South Dakota
and badk into nathwest lowa). During these

expediti ons, encourters with bison herds were very
infrequent, and the herds were usually nat big. There ae
only two records of very large herdsin lowa. Onewasa
herd of 5,000 olserved by the 1820Keaney expedition
nea Ruthven, lowa. The other was an olservation, with
no cetail s, by a mnvoy, passing north of Clinton Courty
in 1839 that was dopped for two days by aherd of
bison.

There ae only afew acouns of
Native Americans hurting bison
in lowa. One of the best
acounswas by Chief Keokuk.
While leading agroup d Sauk
and Fox to the headwaters of the
lowa River, they were delayed by
an encourter with a party of
Sioux. They eventually founda
herd of 300 hisonandkill ed 80.

AN -
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The number of bisonin lowa & the time of settlement
was probably relatively low. Most of the herds were
foundin the north-central and nathwest parts of the
state. During the 1840s and ' 50s, there was a stealy
stream of settlers moving westward into the open prairie
areas of the state. The bison, onaverage, disappeaed
within two to threeyeas after the first settlers moved
into an area By the midde of the 18605, most of the
bison were gone from lowa.

Bison huringin lowawas not the wha esale slaughter
and commercia exploitation that wasto be seenin the
1870Gs and ' 80s out West. Bisonwere usually shat for
foodwhen the oppatunity presented itself. Most of the
bison huris were made up o small groups of hurters.
They usually chased down their prey on hasebadk or by
foat. Many of the hurters were ill -equipped for bison
hurting. Until after the Civil War, most rifles owned by
ealy settlers were muzzeloaders. Most of these guns
were nat powerful enough to bring down a bisonwith
one shot.

A bisonwaskill ed in 1863in Pocahortas Courty. A
commemorative sign nov marks the site of thekill. The
following is the text onthe sign telli ng the story of the
hurt, which typifies most lowa bison huris.

In aslough onthe SW. quater of this sdionthe
last buffalo seenin thisterritory was kill ed on
August 20, 1863. Armed with threemuskets and a
revolver, W.H. Hait (who kill ed the buffalo),
Orlando $os9n, Robinson Gordon andAbiel
Sickneystarted the chase at Old Rolfe, 5miles SE.
of here. The 1400 pound amal furnished the
settlers of Rolfe with meat aslong as theywere able
to keg it in the hot weather.

The sign doesn't tell you the bison had charged them
several times after being shot at and kept eluding themin
the sloughs. After athreehour chase, covering nine

mil es, they forced the exhausted animal onto dry land
where it wasfinally finished off. During the hurt, at
least twenty-fiverifle ball s were needed to kill the bison.
When they returned with ateam of horses, it took them
quite awhile to findthe bisonin the tall prairie grass

Most lowa settlers very likely never saw abison, let
aonetook part in abison hur. Probably the last bison
to be seenin lowawas in Dickinson Courty west of
West Okobgi Lakein 1870.

During thistime, there were anumber of cases where
bison cdves and adults were catured with the intention
of domesticating them and crossoreading them with
catle. Bison dd na domesticae that well, and the

off spring did na produce very much milk, so most were
eventually kill ed and eaen. Some were dso captured
and shipped east for show and food.

By 1870,the American hison hed dsappeaed from
lowa’s landscape, leaving only scatered bores, trails and
wallows. Most of these dso rapidly disappeaed, just as
their makers had, with the plowing of the state’s prairies,
along with commercial and residential development.



Bison bores gill occasionally show up along stream
banks or are discovered in archeologicd sites. Many of
the trail s were used as roads, and ahers were plowed up.
A more distinct bison landmark was buffalo wall ows.
Buffalo wall ows are depressons in the groundformed by
bisonrolli ng in the dirt to escgpe the hed or inseds. A
wallow nea Kellerton, in Ringgold Courty, covered two
aaes and was approximately 20-ft. degp! Wallowsin
Bladkhawk Courty were still visible urtil 1918. If

wall ows managed to escgpe the plow or development, the
prairie grasseventually redaimed them. When the
Clinton County Conservation Board’s Duke Prairie was
being surveyed in the mid-198Gs, ore of the botanists
pointed out a shall ow depresson, which could be a
remnant of asmall buffalo wallow. This small

depresdonis more
visible dter aprairie
burn.

Asusud, | haverun
out of room. The next
installment of “The
Lost and Almost L ost”
will conclude with the
story of the bison on
the Grea Plains and
the role threelowans
played in saving the
American bisonfrom
extinction.

Spring cdlsto mind once ajain a capeting of greenin our
woodands. Snows melt, soilswarm, and seeds and bulbs
respond in an age-old cycle of birth and renewal. Shoats begin
cregping towards the sun, unfolding tender new leaves, and
providing us with small wondersto admire. A favorite of mine
is dog-toath violet (Erythronium albidum), which has many
aiases: trout lily, adder’stongue, fawn lily and ather regional
names. Itsdark green and brown-mottled leaves emerge dose
to the forest floor, followed by a“noddng star” flower. The
whole dfed is one of subtle grace

Eadh of this plant’s various names has a reasonable derivation.
“Dog-toath violet” hail s from the Europeans’ habit of assgning
famili ar Old World names to New World pants beaing
resemblanceto European spedes. In Europe, thereisan
Erythronium spedes with a bulb shaped like adog’s tooth, and
violet flowers. The charaderistic brown-mottling of the leaves
leads to names like “trout lily” and “fawn lily”, as ead of these
animalsis marked by spedcles and mottles. “Adder’ stongue”
may infer the mottling of a snake, or the likenessof protruding
stamensto atongue. “Erythronium” isfromthe ==
Greek for “red”, and was originaly thegenus ¢ ]
name for arelated red-flowered European . "E?/{.f{ 4 ,, ol
spedes. “Albidum’” is Latin for “white”. ﬁw.‘L ok |

Belongingto thelil'y family, E. albidum . ,'__,-*I'_s'
blooms April to Junein moist woodands. /0 / /J
This gedesisfound from southern Ontario // /7" /
to Misouri and Kentucky, with relatives /
scéttered adossthe ountry. E.

americanumis a yell ow-flowered cousin
found further east, though may

occasiondly appea in eastern lowa. J I
To identify our spedesof trout lily, /47 /s
look for paired lance-shaped leaves, ”/
upto 8incheslongand 1%inches | ag\}\k

wide, with brown mottling on the upper surface ad ladkinga
discernable stem. The flower stalk rises 6-9 inches from
between the paired leaves, with the white flower resemblingin
shape aminiature Turk' scap lily, having reaurved petals and
noddngits“head”. There ae 3 petalsand 3 sepals, al white
and givingtheill usion of 6 petals.

The plant grows from a perennia bulb, about 1¥2inchesin
diameter, which sends out long shoots to make new plants, such
that colonies of afew to 100 pants are not uncommon. The
leaves appea 2-4 weeks before flowering. Inthefirst 2-3 yeas,
the plant only produces one tiny led. The next 2-3 yeas, the
led islarger, and after 4-6 yeas of life, two leaves are
produced. Only when the plant is6-7 yeasold doesit flower,
aways after havingtwo leaves. If the flower and two leaves are
picked, the plant dies, for in its short growing season it cannot
produce new leaves to replenish foodreservesin the bulb,
which are necessary to overwinter and send up new growth the
following yea.

The Native Americans harvested the bulbs of Erythronium
spedes as afoodsource eaing them raw, boiled o roasted.
These bulbs are reported to taste aisp and dlightly swee;
however, Europeans found the dfort involved in digging the
small tubers exceeded their value & afood source Small
burrowing animals like dhipmunks also ed the tubers.
Europeans tended to use the leares medicinally, making ateaor
poulticeto trea skin problems and gout. The leaves have been
shown to be antibaderial, espedaly topicdly. Though havinga
pleasant flavor, the leares are known to be somewhat emetic if
eden intoolarge aquantity.

This gring, look for dog-tooth violets blanketing moist
woodand slopes and batomland forest, often interspersed with
bloodroot and trilli um, and stop a moment to enjoy the result of
seven yeas growth, dormancy and regrowth.



Aswinter givesitslast bite with snow and ice, we can look
forward to the return of spring. The chipmunks come out to
explore the renewed landscgpe, the birds dart to regopea as
they migrate up to the summer breeding grounds, and animals
start to make pair bonds for the upcoming season. The
Misdssppi River isno exception to these phenomena. Shore
birds, waterfowl, herons, vultures and cormorants make their
appeaanceto breed and live in the river habitat. The double-
crested cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) is one of those
amazng birds that fly up from the Gulf of Mexico to breed
alongthe Misdssppi River corridor. Thisold spedes of bird is
aunique and interesting animal found on the river. Many enjoy
watching; others curse the bird for eaing the fish and creaing
other damage.

The double-crested cormorant is one
of the larger water birds on theriver.
It measures about two fed in length
with awingspan of four fed,
weighing around four pounds and
flying to speeds of 48 mph.
] Cormorants closest relatives are the
.. . darters, boolies and gannets, with
% . - pelicansnot far behind. Common
ancestors of these famili es can be
found in fossl reaords dating badk some 60 milli on yeas! The
divergence of cormorants and darters dates bad at least half
that far. The double-crested cormorant is one of thirty-seven
spedes found around the world and one of six in North
America It is also the most common cormorant to be found on
the Misdgsdppi, with many birds being seen every yea.

Cormorant comes from a Latin phrase meaning "sea cow." Its
appeaanceisblad all over with an orange throat pouch and
long reck. Double-crested cormorants have along hooked hill
tilted upward when it swims. Both male and females look alike.
Immature birds have apale throat and chest, darkening towards
the belly.

In lowa, cormorants are cmmon and spread all over the state.
Habitat for this bird would require lakes, rivers, streams, ponds,
reservoirs and prairie marshes. They are excdlent swimmers;
they haveto bein order to catch fish and crustaceas.
Cormorants propel themselves underwater with their fed. This
bird can stay under for 70 seconds and go to depths of twenty-
five fed. Cormorants ea about 25% of their weight in fish a
day. The most common placethat double-
. crested cormorant can be seenin this areais
= the Misdsdppi River. The most frequent fish
eden by the cormorant isthe gizzard shad.

i

Reproduction takes placesoon after they return from the Gulf of
Mexico, the wintering gounds, from April throughMay.
During breeding season, the alults (adults being mature
between two to five yeas of age) develop adouble aest of two
tufts, generally white, curving badk from behind their eyes. The

females lay threeto five chalky, pale blue-
green eggs. These birds nest in colonies,
usually in trees, with the nest being made out
of sticks. It is often known that cormorants
nest with grea blue herons and egrets. These
colonies are cdled rookeries. The pair will
have one brood and then prepare to migrate.
Inthefall, the cormorantswill fly inaV-
shape formation just like geese.

For being awater bird, it does not possessan outer layer of
protedion from the water on the feahers. Thisis cdled being
"wetable". The cormorant does have an inner insulating layer of
waterproofing. This proteds those feahers closest to the body
to keep the body from getting chill ed. Therefore, the cormorant
isoften seen in trees with itswings pread out dryingitself. It
was once beli eved that spreading the wings was away to
regulate body temperature cdl ed thermoregulation.

The double-crested cormorant population is currently at a
historicd high. Today, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
estimates that there ae @out two milli on cormorants or more in
North America Thisincrease is dueto several reasons. The first
isthe dimination of pallution into the eavironment. Like most
fish-eaing birds, DDT, a pesticide, caused reproduction
problems. Also, PCB, an

industrial chemicd that was
released into the environment,
caused many deformitiesin the
young During the 196Gs through
the 197G, the population of
cormorants crashed. Herein lowa,
the double-crested cormorant was
placed on the endangered list from
1985to0 1994 Asthe environmental hazads worked themselves
out of the emsystem, numbers began to climb. The second is
the large food sourcethat is avail able. There ae more hedthy
fishing areas than there were before.

Birdwatchers and reaediona boaters|ove double-crested
cormorants. These people like to watch this bird dive for fish
and guesswhere it might surfacenext. Fishermen and people
who use theislands will have adifferent opinion. Fishermen
think that with so many cormorants the game fish population
will be dfeaed. There isalso the ancern for theisland in
which the crmorants nest. With so many birds incorporating
the same aeg, their continued presence will wea the vegetation
down and kill it .

The double-crested cormorant is one of those success sories,
coming from being an endangered spedes to a very common
sight along the Missssppi River. With or without the
controversy, the bird is awonderful sight to watch and enjoy. If
you want to get agood, close look, consider taking a Blue
Heron Eco Cruise out of Rock Creek Marina and Campground
and seethe double-crested cormorant in adion!



Kids Column ~ An Oviparous Whodunit

ol Derlock Colmes and Dr. Whatsit here
Fus with amost egg-traordinary case.

£ : Several egg-cited clients contaded us
o egg-pressng concern that the protein

ALNE bandit, Edds Benedict, had stolen their
e | 4 €ggs. Thiscase needed to be egg-

" pidited becaise the egg's survival rate
+l1ie 4" depended onmaintaining spedfic

environmental condtions— hd, cold,
wet, dry, egg-celera, egg-cetera.

Our clientswere gyg-static when Dr. Whatsit told them
that we were onto Edds Benedict, and had him under
surveillance Uponapprehension, he began egg-hibiting
an eggraggerated amourt of agitation. It appeaed that

he'd started the Catkin's diet and soon confessd to the
protein-napping.

Dr. Whatsit and | have locaed the stolen eggs. Now,
we've begunto undergo the egg-orbitant task of sorting
out the oviparous (egg-to-owner) relationship. We nead
some egg-tra help in returning them, so as junior seuths,
we ae asking for your asgstance. Will you help?

.

Egg-cdlent! Dr Whatsit has sorted the ﬁ AN
clients and eggs into two columns. |, %
Derlock Colmes, with my superior *; b pd
powers of observation, have provided i
hintsto determining whodurit — ;’
produced the eyg, that is. Goodluck! .
Answers are found on ladk page. f

Bluegill

Monarch Butterfly

Blue Race

Garden Snail

Argiope (Garden) Spider ,

Earthworm [ o
Brown Thrasher ___ _ 2 ] 7.
-
PSR
Leopard Frog | 3 8.
i,
- / __x_.l"
Braoonid Wasp = 9. -
Painted Turtle 10. -
.; -
Praying Mantis =0 11.
American Toad 12.
Mosqguito 13.

A il wd%.  eggsarein long, double strings
“%j;a.-‘-_g_l
ne a\ﬁ\
B ", oblong, leathery-shelled egg
; egos resemble araft and develop into
C wrigglers that grow into summertime
pests
| b
L . .
a solitary, sticky eggs sink and
D . : . become attached to water weeds
¥
E QQH‘J _ eggsin huge masses in shallow water
= " sphericd, rubbery-shelled egg

% . .
=g eggs are proteded in a hard, varnished
G iﬁv“% case produced by agummy liquid that's
’%‘. ="} beaten to afroth and dried
g

eggs foundin slimy "cocoon' seaeted

&
H < byditelum

eggs foundin damp places under rocks

| or logs and resemble tiny burches of
grapes
P
F i silken threads are spunto form a

J i .44 protedive cae aoundthese @ygs

il S
=5 1 parasitized tomato hornworm carries
cocoon-filled eggs

: ‘*«fjf

L @E% eggos often found on milkweed plants

#7 ™ hard-shelled egg varying in color, size,
| shape and texture
)
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For All Seasons

The Wapsi River Environmental Education Center isajoint projed between the Scott and Clinton Courty
Conservation Boards. “The W.R.E.N.” is puldished querterly by the Wapsi River Environmental Educaion
Center and the Scott Courty Conservation Board.

Scott County Conservation Board Wapsi River Environmental Education Center Staff
Members: Scott County:
John*“Skip” O’ Donrell Rich Mohr Bob Bryant, Diredor/Naturali st
Leone Bredbedk Gene Was Mike Granger, Naturali st
Carol Fennelly Lisa Gerwulf, Asdgstant Naturali st
Diredor:
Roger Kean Clinton County:
Mark Roberts, E. E. Coordinator
Phone Numbers Greg Wolf, Interpretative Naturali st
Wapsi River Environmental Educaion Center
(563 3283286
Scott County Conservation Board Mailing List
(563 3283280 If youwould liketo recave “The W.R.E.N.” freeof
Clinton Courty Conservation Board charge, please send apost card to the Wepsi River E. E.
(563 847-7202 Center at the aldressabove.

The Scott Courty Conservation Board in the provision d services and fadliti es to the pulic does not discriminate
against anyone onthe basis of race color, sex, creed, retional origin, age or handicgp. If anyone beli eves they have
been subjed to dscrimination, they may file a @mplaint al eging discrimination with either the Scott Courty
Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Oppartunity, U.S. Department of Interior, Washington D.C. 20240.

Kids Column Answers=1.D, 2.L, 3.B, 4.1,5. J,6.H, 7.M, 8.E, 9.K, 10.F, 11.G, 12.A, 13.C



