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Wapsi Center Happenings
by Bob Bryant, Director

Schod Attendance Rerd Set

Approximately 6,726 students, teaders and parents
participated in 113field trips this <hod yea. Thiswasa31%
increase over last yea’sreard of 5,143 We had anincrease
in the number of half-day field trips involving the lower grade
levels.

We had avery busy fall, and there was an increase in winter
field trips. Asusual, springisour busiest time. May isthe
most popular month for field trips and daysfill ed up very fast.
If you would like to schedule afield trip next schod yea, doit
asfar in advance & possble. And dan't forget —the Wapsi
River Center isa placefor all seasons.

Wapsi River Corridor Surveys
The lowa Department of Natural Resourcesis funding retural
areainventories on 7 sites along the Wapsipinicon River this
summer. Plant, mammal, bird, reptile and amphibian surveys
are being conducted on seleded sites.
Six of the sites are publicly owned (4
D county, 2 state) and oneis private.

The Wapsi River Center and Sherman

Park (diredly acossthe Waps River
from the Center) are two of the sites, which will be fully
inventoried. Matricary fern (daisy-leaved moonwort), an
endangered spedesin lowa, was found in Sherman Park.

Michael Petersen Will Complete AmeriCorps

Program In August

Hello, everyone. Thelast time | wrote ahell o to you was one
yea ago to introduce myself as being the new AmeriCorps
naturalist. Now I’'m saying good-bye. My 1,700 hours of
serviceis goingto befinished in August. This past yea has
been avery rewarding experience. The anount of knowledge
I’'ve wlleded, experienced and gained isimmeasurable. It has
also given me the push | needed to find a caee for myself,
beinganaturalist. A yea ago, | wasn't sure how it was going
to turn out, but looking badk, | loved it. I'veleaned how to
creae and deliver programs, care for display animals, conduct
natural areainventories, how a nature center isfun, and
overcome my fea of public speaing—just to name some of

many. | also hope to give my appredation and thanksto the
mentors and friends that have helped me this past year. Thank
you. |I'mlooking forward to the future a being a naturalist.

WRC Will Participate In AmeriCorps

Program Again

A coaliti on of county conservation boards in eastern lowa has
been awarded an AmeriCorps grant throughthe Corporation for
National Service and the lowa Commisson on Voluntee
Service The deven courtiesin the Eastern lowa Conservation
Alliance (EICA) will enroll 15 members over 12 months,
starting September 1, 2002

AmeriCorps, the domestic Peace
Corps, engages more than 40,000
Americans in community-based service
eath yea. Most AmeriCorps members
are seleded by and serve with locd and
national organizations. Others srvein
AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteasin
Serviceto America) and AmeriCorps
NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps).

Members of the EICA AmeriCorpsteam will beinvolved in a
variety of environmental projedsincluding: restoring retive
prairie, managing public forests, leading environmental
education programs and developing wluntee projeds.
Memberswill servein aspedfic county, but will come together
for group projeds once amonth at rotating program sites.

Full-time AmeriCorps members recave amodest living
allowance, hedth insurance, student loan deferment and recéve
a $4,725educdion award, upon completion of hours, to help
finance ®llege or to pay bad student loans.

Eadch county will be responsible for recaruiting and seledingits
own members. AmeriCorps members must be & least 17 yeas
of age. The Scott County Conservation Board's AmeriCorps
member will serve a anaturalist at the Wapsi River Center.
For more information about the AmeriCorps program, contadt
Bob Bryant at (563) 843-2855

“TheW.R.E.N.” Is Shorter

Due to the busy spring with schoadl field trips, we had only
enoughtime to put together an eight-page newsletter instead of
the usual 12 pages.



WILDLIFE PROFILE ~THE PADDLEFISH

by Greg Wolf, Naturalist

Do you believe that we have aspedes of fish that isaliving
fosdl and livesin the Misssdppi River? The paddiefish
(Polyodonspathula) is that ancient fish and one of North
Americaslargest freshwater fish. The first fossl records date
badk 300-400milli on yeas (thisis about 50 milli on yeas
before the first dinosaurs). Twenty-two states have this unusual
fish within their borders and lowaisincluded. The paddefish
has influenced commercial fishing and roe production (caviar).
However, it gains most of its attention by its grange and
unwsual appeaance

The paddiefish

, (nicknamed the
spomfish,
freshwater whale,
bonelessca or
spoanbill ca) can
read lengths of five to six fed and weight up to sixty pounds
or more. Thelargest paddlefish on record was caught in lowa
and weighed 198 painds. The larger fish generaly are
females. Mogt of the nicknames come from the paddie-like
snout (the rostrum) which is one-third the body length. The
rostrum can deted week eledricd fields and suggests that the
paddlefish usesit as an eledrosensory “antenna” to deted its
small prey. The foodsourcefor thisfishiszoopankton and
insed larvae They gather the plankton by straining the water
with gll archesthat have gill rakers attached to them, making
the paddlefish an efficient filter feeder.

The genus “Polyodori’ is Greek for “many tooth”, referring to
the numerous long gll rakers, and the spedes “ spathula” is
Latin for “spatula” or “blade”. Fish belonging to this genus
have askeleton made out of cartil age, except for a small
amourt of bone in the jaw. Only one other spedesisrelated to
the paddiefish. Psephurus gladiusis an ancient fish found in
the Yangtze Valley in China. Paddlefish have bluish-gray skin,
without scaes except for a patch on the upper lobe of the talil
fin, which fadesto alight color underneah. The outer
appeaanceis very sharklike, with the tail fin deeply forked, a

prolonged gill cover and higher dorsal fin.
Padd efish can be found in large

R et
I streams, rivers and impoundments

| within the Misdssppi River Basin
and adjacent Gulf Coast drainage.
Paddlefish are very mobile and are
known to travel 2,000milesin ariver

system, but normally travel about 300 miles. They prefer open

water, tailwaters below dams and low current areas like side

channels, badkwaters and oxbows.

During the breading season (April and May), the female will
migrate to spawning areas which are high-flowing, flooded
gravel bars. Temperature of the water is gill onthe dilly side

at 55-60 degrees F. Reseach hasindicated that most males
will mature & age six or seven, whil e females take longer to
mature. When females mature, they will produce dout 7,500
eggs per pound of body weight. The best results for hatching
happens on clean-swept gravel beds where siltation islow and
agation ishigh. Eggswill hatchin seven days or lessin
temperatures between 65-70 degrees F. The larvaewill be
swept downstream into pod arezs.

In some of the paddlefish’s native waters, numbers have fallen
or disappeaed altogether. Scientists beli eve that
overharvesting, sedimentation and river modifications sich as
the lock and dam system have aeded these low numbers. On a
world look, sturgeon stocks have fall en, making the demand for
paddefish eggsincrease. The caviar produced by these two
spedesis smilar in taste. Commercial fishermen harvest about
100,000 paunds annwally in the upper Missssppi River,
between St. Louis and the lowa-Minnesota state line. This
figure represents dightly lessthan one percent of the total
commercia foodfish harvest. Sport angling for paddefish has
recently become popular, particularly in tailwater areasin the
Misdssppi River. Paddefish mea is sid to have ataste
similar to salmon or swordfish. Due to
ill egal poaching of padd efish for the
international caviar trade, in 1992 the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servicewas
able to add the paddiefish to the
United Nations' Convention on
International Trade of Endangered
Spedes of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES). This gatesthat if any person
or company wants to import or export
paddlefish mea or eggs, they must
possessa CITES permit fromthe U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service A femae
weighing forty pounds will give4to 6
pounds of roe, which can bring aprice
somewhere aound $150 m the retail market. Considering a
female padd efish must be saaificed to med the demand, the
CITES permit requirement will help in proted this gedes.

The paddiefish is a prehistoric fish that has been around for
milli ons of yeas. It can never be mistaken for anything elsein
the water with its elongated snout and sharklike gppeaance
There still neadsto be more research on the paddlefish so it can
be proteded from overharvesting. | would like to finish with a
quote that saysit all.

"Thereis gill so much tolearn abou our nation's rivers; abou
the ancient survivors who inhakited these waters long tefore
dinosaurs roamed the earth.... prehistoric relics cloaked in the
seaets of an enigmatic past. We marvd at the shee though of
their existence, andwonder at the posshility there may be
more." ©1993Betty Will s



PLANT PROFILE ~THE AMERICAN LOTUS

by Michael Granger, Naturalist

Let me introduce you to a spedaaular plant which can be found
in this region: the American or yell ow lotus, Nelumbo lutea.
One only hasto seethe plant’ s enormous round leaves, its giant
flower blosoms, or its grange-looking seedpods, to redize
how unique the plant is.

The plant belongs to the water lily
family, Nymphaeaceae (some
references sparate it from the lili es
and placeit in the lotus family,
Nelumbaeceae). There ae only two
spedes of lotusin the world; the
American lotus, Nelumbo lutea, is
native in the eatern helf of the United
States, and the saaed lotus, Nelumbo
nucifera, isfound in Eastern Asia, Northern Australia and
Egypt. The only difference between the two isthe wlor of
their blossoms (the American lotus having yell ow blossoms and
the saaed lotus having pink blossoms).

In lowa, the American lotusis found mainly among the
badwaters of the Misdsdppi and Missouri River Valleys, but
it also has been introduced into pands and lakes. The plant
thrivesin cam freshwater up to 8fea degp. The plant’sthick
rhizomes (tuberous roats) hold fast to the muddy bottom. The
rhizomes gread rapidly, providing suppart for new leaves and
flowering stalks, which poke throughthe water’s surface ad
may extend severa fed above the water.

The leaves of the American lotus are blue-green and up to 2
fed in diameter. Each led isaround circle with a stem
attached in the canter. The leaves do not have a ¢eft or notch
in them, which diff erentiates them from the water lili es. Led
veins runfrom the canter of the led outward, dividing once or
twice athey read towardsthe led’ s edge. When young the
leaves will float on the water’s surfacebut soon extend above
on strong stalks as the plant matures. When mature, the leaves
have adepresgon in the canter, giving ead led a“dish-like”
appeaance

Perhaps the most captivating part of the American lotusisits
amazng blosoms, which are seen July through August. The

flowers are up to 8inches aadoss and would cover adinner

plate. Upto 25 a more yellow sepals and

. petals are aranged around the flower’s center.
H The center of the flower contains a seed-

LA producing structure known as the receptade.

W The receptade starts out as a small, yellow

& cone with many seeds embedded on its upper
surface Asthe flower opens, the receptade

will turn green and swell to 5inches acoss
Eventually, the sepals and petals will drop, and the receptade

will turn woody and brown. A mature receptade contains 25
30 aarn-like seeds, which are %2 inch long. Asthe plant bre&ks

down, the dried seedpodfloats away, carrying and dspersing
sedlsin new areas.

Another interesting fad about the lotusis that the seeds have a
very protedive seed coat. The seads can remain alive for a
very longtime. American lotus eeds have been germinated
after 200yeas of dormancy. The saaed lotus has been started
from 400-yea-old seeds, making it the recordholder for the
longest-living seeds of any flowering plant.

Dueto itslarge leares and blosoms, it is no wonder that the
lotus has been important to many cultures. The ancient
Egyptians believed the saaed lotus contained searets of the
Gods, represented credion, preservation, and ultimate beauty.
The blossoms a so symbali zed the sun and were placel as
offerings on their altars of worship. Many tribes of Native
American Indians harvested the American lotus for afood
source. The large rhizome (tuberous root) was boiled o
roasted, having a swed-patato-like flavor. The Native
Americans would also cut the tubers and dry them for storage.
The dried tubers were used throughout the winter by soaking
them in water and adding them as a supplement to med, corn or
beans. Immature lotus seedswere eden raw or sometimes
cooked. Their tasteis sid to be very similar to chestnuts.
When the seeds were fully developed, they were aadked,
roasted and then eaen like nuts or ground into flour.

Many animals also benefit from the American lotus.
Waterfowl, such as mall ards and wood dicks, ea the seeds. In
faa, the plant is known in some partsas “duck acorn”.
Beavers and muskrats enjoy eaing the tubers, which are full of
starch. Finally, the plant’slarge leaves provide shade and
shelter for youngwaterfowl, songbirds and fish.

This simmer | hope that you have a danceto seethe American
lotus. You may find it in anumber of areas alongthe
Misdsdppi River. My favorite spat to view the American lotus
isthe Princeton Refuge, which islocaed north of Princeton,
lowa. The lotus colony seansto stretch as far asthe /e can
see With ead breezethe large learesflap badk and forth in
thewind. Acrossthe alony, new flowers are emerging and
blooming yell ow, with a @lor that would brighten anyone’s
day. Here and there ae the remains of dried-up seedpodk.
Most of the pods have dropped their seads and have fulfill ed
their misson. If you search long enough you just might find a
pod containing seeds — ead seal destined one day to produce
the giant green leaves and huge yell ow blossoms of the
American lotus.
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15" ~ Saturday Night at the M ovies ~ Dusk ~ Rock Creek
Marina & Campground ~ Family nature-theme movies will
be shown. Popcorn isfreeof charge to guestsin the pavili on.

21% ~ Menke Open House ~ Wapsi River Center ~ Dusk ~
Join Dr. Mitchell, Diredor of the Monsignor Menke
. Observatory, for atour of the summer sky. Please
cdl (563 3336141 m the day of the event to find
out if the weaher conditionswill permit viewing.
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24" ~ Canoeing 101~ 10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. ~ Rock Creek
Marina & Campground ~ Beginners, canoeingis agrea
sport that everyone can enjoy. Join usfor this A-to-Z class
Participants will | earn the canoe safety rules, various padde
strokes, canoe style choices, how to right atipped canoe (yep,
we're gonna tip them) and will sample some freezedried
wildernessfood We will also betakinga canoe trip through
badkwater wetlands, the Wapsi and Misdssppi Rivers, com-
plete with portages and obstades. Bringasad lunch, a change
of clothes (or two!) and be ready to participate with gusto. Call
(563) 847-7202to reserve your spot for thisfree caoe dass

27" ~Kids Fishing Tournament ~5:30- 8:30P.M. ~Mal-
one Lake ~ Kids, ages twelve and under, areinvited to test
their anging skill s. Surfish arethick in the 10-aae lake, with
bass bull heads and cétfish in gopod numbers. Plagueswill be
awarded for the greaest weight of fish in two age groups, ages
10-12 and ages 9 and under. There will also be doa prizes.
Registration starts at 5:30 P.M., with fishing from 6:00to 800
P.M.; weightin and casting contest will foll ow.

29" ~ Bats and Bathouse-Building Workshop ~ 10:00 A.M.
~ Eden Valley Nature Center~ Cometo the Eden Valley Na-
ture Center to explore the fascinating bats of our area ad help
to proted them. Participants will | earn about bat habitats, char-
aderistics and why these animals are so important for the
esystem. Building abathouse and learning where to install it
will round out the day. Pre-registration isrequired, (563) 847
7202

29" ~ lowa Furbearers~ 7:00 P.M. ~ West Lake Park, Gate
5~ lowafurbeaers played an important role in the ealy settle-
ment of lowa and continue to play amajor role in the state' s
eoconomy. Join Mike Granger as participants
lean first-hand about the history of lowa sfur
industry, the life histories of lowa' sfurbeaers
and the mnservation pradices surrounding them.

July

2" ~ Spelunking ~ 6:30 P.M.. ~ Eden Valley Refuge ~ Mud
& bats & rocks! Oh, my!! Old clothes, flashlight and pre-
registration are amust. Call (563) 847-7202to reserve your
hard hat! We will mee at Eden Valley Nature Center.

T
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6" ~ Fern Hike ~9:30 A.M. ~ Wapsi River Center ~ Bob
Bryant will share his knowledge of these interesting plants on
an easy stroll throughthe Wapsi River Center. A variety of
ferns can be found here, including maidenhair, interrupted,
lady, Christmas and walking ferns.

11" ~ Beginning Digital Nature Photography ~ 6:30 P.M .~
Wapsi River Center ~ Digital cameras are not just for the
usual family, landscape and vacdion photos. They can aso be
used for nature photography. Nature photography with a digital
camerais not quite @ smple a with astandard 35mmsingle
lens reflex camera, but has advantages over the standard pant
and shoot camera. Bob Bryant will share his ex-
Q periences taking reture photos with a digital cam-
era. Items covered will be: digital camera’s ad-
‘ \ @ ‘) vantages and d sadvantages, cameratypes,
megapixel size, accesories, image resolution and
—— compresson, exposure, closeup photography, tips
and tricks. Pre-registration isrequired, limit of 10 participants.
To register, cdl the Wapsi River Center at (563) 8432855

Fed freeto bring your camera and any prints, or digital photos
onadisk.

12", 13" & 14" ~ Free Canoeing Weekend ~ Rock Creek
Marina & Campground ~ Take a caoe out for a spin during
thisfree camoe weekend. The Missssppi badkwaters provide
an excdlent oppatunity to seethe eundance of wildlife the
areahasto dfer. Canoeswill be avail able on afirst-come,
first-served basis and must be used in the Rock Creek Marina
& Campground area

13" ~ Campfire Celebration ~8:00 P.M. ~ Eden Valley
Refuge ~ Join Naturali st Greg Wolf as he fill sthe night air
with the sounds of laughter and music. Relax and have fun
singing and telli ng stories as you settle aound a roaring camp-
firel Thisevent isgeaed toward the whole family.

13" ~ Saturday Night at the M ovies ~ Dusk ~ Rock Creek
Marina & Campground ~ Popcorn is freeof charge to guests
in the pavili on.

13"~ Star Party ~ Dusk ~ Sherman Park ~ Join the Quad
Cities Astronomicd Society at Sherman Park' s north end tex-
plore the night sky.

20" ~ Nature Journaling ~10:00 A.M. - Noon ~ Wapsi
River Center ~ Experience natural wondersin a
whole new way by keegping a nature journal.
Lean how avariety of art supplies, techniques
and methods can be used to enrich your tripsinto
the field and strengthen your powers of observa-

/ tion. Participantswill recéve materias
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to get started with nature journaling. Cost for the workshopis
$4.00. Thisworkshopisgeaed towards adults and younggsters
5" grade and up. Pre-registration is required, (563) 8432855

20" ~ Saturday Night at the Movies ~ Dusk ~ Eden Valley
Refuge ~ Popcorn is freeof charge to guests at the Nature Cen-
ter's outdoor screen.

26" ~ Menke Open House ~ Wapsi River Center ~ Dusk ~
Join Dr. Mitchell, Diredor of the Monsignor Menke Observa-
tory, for atour of the summer sky. Please cdl (563 333-6141
on the day of the event to find out if the weaher conditi ons will
permit viewing.

27" ~ Beginning Birding Workshop ~ 10:00A.M. ~ Nahant
M ar sh ~ Nahant Marsh will be the site for this excitinglook at
theworld of birds. Bird identificaion, badkyard hirds, birdcdl
identification, birds of prey and bird photography
are just some of the dasses being conducted dur-
ingthis gpeda workshop. Nahant Marsh can be
found by taking Interstate 280 south to Highway
22 east, then turn off on Wapello Avenue. The
entranceto the marsh is on the eat side of the
road. Pre-registration isrequired, by cdling (563) 323-5196

eéﬁ\

27" ~ Campfire Celebration ~ 8:00 P.M. ~ Thomson Cause-
way ~ Join Naturalist Greg Wolf as he fill sthe night air with
the sounds of laughter and music. Relax and have funsinging
and telli ng stories as you settle aound aroaring campfire! This
event is geaed toward the whole family. Thomson Causeway
islocaed on the west edge of Thomson, Illi nois, alongthe Mis-
sissppi River.

28" ~ Olde St. Anne's Wedding Reunion ~9:00A.M. — 300
P.M. ~ Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pioneer Vill age ~ Couples
married at St. Anne’s Church, at its current location and origi-
nal location in rural Long Grove, areinvited to areunion. Reg-
istration will be & 9:00 A.M., with a marriage renewal service
at 10:30A.M., and luncheon at 11:45 A.M. Therewill be prize
giveavays and entertainment throughout the dternoon. Admis-
sionisFREE! For further information, contad Tara 'Y oungers
at (563 2859903

30" ~ Limestone Prairie Walk ~
6:30P.M. ~Manikowski Prairie ~
Join Clinton County’s prairie expert,
Walt Wickham, for atour of lowa's
largest limestone prairie remnant.
< The large summer wil dflowers, like
1:7 the purple mneflower, blazng star
and yellow coneflower, should bein
full bloom. Theprairieislocaed 2

mil es north of Goose Lake on County Road Z34, then ¥2 mile
east on gavel.

31% ~Wapsi River Canoeing ~ 10:00 A.M. ~ Sherman Park
~ Thistrip will cover 5.5 miles of the Wapsipinicon River from
Syraause Wildlife Areato Sherman Park. Call (563) 847-7202
to reserve afree caoe.

August

3 ~ Star Party ~ Dusk ~ Sherman Park ~ Join the Quad
Cities Astronomicd Society at Sherman Park's north end to ex-
plore the night sky.

. 3°~Misdsdppi River Cleanup ~9:00A.M. -
@® 1:00P.M. ~ Join Chad Pegradke in his continu-
W=7 ingeffortsto rid the Missssppi River of trash.

Chad is famous throughout the aea & ariver

adivist. Watch the locd mediafor more detail s.

J For more information, go to

www.cleanrivers.com or cdl (309) 4969848
10" ~ Saturday Night at the M ovies ~ Dusk ~ Eden Valley
Refuge ~ Popcorn is freeof charge to guests at the Nature Cen-
ter's outdoar screen.
13" ~Wapsi River Canoeing ~ 10:00A.M. ~ Rock Creek
Marina & Campground ~ Take atwelve-mile excursion from
Walter's Landing, nea McCaudland, on the Wapsipinicon

River to Rock Creek Marina & Campground on the Misgssppi
River. Cdl (563 847-7202for free caoe reservations.

16", 17" & 18" ~ Advanced Hunter Safety Education
Course~6:00P.M. (Friday) - 4:00 P.M. (Sunday) ~ Wapsi
River Center ~ Standard hurter safety courses are 10 hours
long, with about five of those hours gent in the outdoars using
various hooting equipment. In this event, we will go far be-
yond the basics. In addition to all of the hurter education stan-
dards, we will be teating ad-
vanced shoating techniques,
bowhurter safety, trapping, wa-
terfowl, turkey & racoon hunt-
ing, dog training, caring for game
inthefield, first aid, wildlife ID,
cdlingand awhole lot more!

All these adivitieswill alow
participants to actuall y take part
and dg not just listen to speakers
or watch films. The murse isopen to kids, age 11-16, whether
or not they have recdved the Hunter Educetion Certificates al-
ready. Cost per student is $20.00, primarily for meds. Phezs-
ants Forever and Whitetail s Unlimited will be providing mone-
tary suppart to cover the st of lodging (at the Wapsi River
Center's dormitory), ammuniti on and targets for the partici-
pants. Overnight chaperonswill be provided by Pheasants For-
ever and YHEC (Y outh Hunter Educaon Challenge). Spaceis
limited to 40Kkids, so sign p ealy by cdling (563 8477202




16", 17" & 18" ~ Free Canoeing
Weekend ~ Rock Creek Marina
& Campground ~ Take a caoe
out for aspin during thisfreeca
noe weekend. The Misgssppi
badkwaters provide an excdlent
oppatunity to seethe dundance
of wildlife the aeahasto dffer.
Canoes will be avail able on afirst-
come, first-served basis and must
be used in the Rock Creek Marina & Campground area

17" ~ Saturday Night at the M ovies ~ Dusk ~ Rock Creek
Marina & Campground ~ Popcorn is freeof charge to guests
in the pavili on.

22" ~ Wapsi River Canoeing ~ 10:00 A.M . ~ Sherman Park
~ Thistrip will cover 5.5 miles of the Wapsipinicon River from
Syraause Wildlife Areato Sherman Park. Call (563) 847-7202
to reserve afree caoe.
ﬁ‘:{ 23? ~Menke Open House ~ Wapsi River Cen-
;\_\{* ter ~ Dusk ~ Join Dr. Mitchell, Diredor of the
\ﬁr Monsignor Menke Observatory, for atour of the

H - summer sky. Please cdl (563) 333614 1the day of the event to
A find out if the weather conditions will permit viewing.

1 September

1% & 2" ~Village Fall Festival ~11:00A.M.—500P.M. ~
Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pioneer Village ~ Come and enjoy
that old-fashioned, fall-harvest, festival atmosphere & the Vil -
lage! “The Friends’ of the Vill age, dressed in period dess
will demonstrate aafts, sell their wares and share the fruits of
the harvest. Come spend the day and enjoy the food and music.
Admissgon is $2 for adultsand $1for children urder 12. Any
guestions, contad Tara Youngers at (563) 2859903

7" ~ Star Party ~ Dusk ~ Sherman Park ~ Join the Quad
Cities Astronomicd Society at Sherman Park's north end to ex-
plore the night sky.

Young Pioneers Day Camp
Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pioneer Village

June 17" - 21% ~ Ecology Week ~ 9:00A.M. - 3:00P.M . ~
Lean about the land, water and wildlife. An exploratory visit to
the Maguoketa Caves will be included. Activitieswill i nclude
nature aafts, plants and wil dlife identification, regycling and
our role with nature.

June 24" - 28" ~ Nature Week ~9:00A.M. - 3:00P.M. ~
Thisis one week where you can adually camp out under the
starsfor one night! Nature aafts, hikes, lean plant and animal
identification and take atrip to the Wapsi River Center.

2 yly 8" - 12" ~ Wild West Week ~9:00
A.M. - 3:00P.M. ~ Spend the week leaning

what life was like & a cowpoke. We will
visit ahorse farm where you can learn how to
ride ahorse.

July 15" - 19" ~ Native American Week ~9:00A.M. - 3:00
P.M. ~ Come and discover the at of Native American sign
language and take a caoceride a& West Lake Park! We will
visit the Hauberg Indian Museum and creae Native American
crafts sich asamandella and adrean cacher.

July 22" - 26" ~ Laura Ingalls Wilder Week ~9:00A.M. -
3:00P.M. ~ Lean what life was like in the pionea days.
Experience how Lauralngalslived by spendingtimein an
180Gs cabin and a one-room schodl. Enjoy crafts such as
soapmaking, candle dipping and much more.

July 29" - August 2" ~ Frontier Week ~9:00A.M. - 3:00
P.M. ~ Enjoy aweek doing what the pioneas

did in the 1800 Enjoy a hayradk ride, frontier

cooking, pionee games and much more. A trip

to the anazng corn mazein Princeton, lowa,

will also take place

August 5" - 9" ~Mark Twain Week ~9:00A.M. - 3:00
P.M. ~ Spend the week leaning what life was like for Mark
Twain. We will visit alock and dam aongthe Misdssppi
River and enjoy paddeboating at West Lake Park. Activities
will i nclude making animal tradk casts, fishing, soapcarving
and much more!

Attention: These day camps are geared for children 6-11 yeas
of age. Contad TaraYoungersat (563) 2859903for
registration information.

Answersto Kids Corner ~Garden & Bird Riddles: 1-Iris, 2-Daffodil, 3-Queen Anne'slace 4-Boxwood, 5Aster,
6-Hyadnth 7-Rose, 8-Balsam, 9-Bedding plants, 10-Blueberries, 11-Juncos, 12-Robin, 13Oriole, 14-Scalet tanager,
15-Kingfisher, 16:Hummingbird, 17Sandpiper, 18-Chimney swift, 19-Fycacher, 20-Grosbeak.




Kids' Corner ~ Garden & Bird Riddles

* Riddles courtesyo f Birds & Blooms, spring 200 1, magazine *

Whet her you're an avid birder or gardener, this issue's kids' corner is for you. Below you'l find a
few clever iddles whose answers are comnon plant or bird names. A chadl enge awaits you, so enlist

the help ofaf

© 0N ORBDdE

Garden Riddles

Sends a yearly tax notice
Crazy pickle

Royal tat ing

Sparr ing shrub

He want ed her answer, so he ...
A friendly greeting to Cynthia
Tired of sit ing, she ...
Someone lonely may ...
Sleeping f lowers

10. Depressed fruit

riend. | f youn eed help, the answers are found at hee nd ofca lendar of events page.

Bird Riddles

1. I nner tubes with leaks

12. How athief makes aliving

13. A favorite sandwich cookie

14. Prom queen with a bright redd ress
15. The ultimat e angler

16. Bird that sings with closed bil

17. Kilted musicianon the beach

18. Santa makes his wayu p andd own the ...
19. Plays the outfield

20. Pinocchio's best known for his ...

Marilyn Davis

Jeanne Bryant
Arnold Christian
Justin Levetzow
Dave & Connie Huber

Paul Revere's Pizza
Clinton High School

Mary Lou Petersen
Sandra Miller-Sohr
Joyce Marinaccio
Gertrude Johnson
Maxine Harder
Jerry & Dottie Wala

Keith & Judy Thess

In A ppreciation of Your
Support of the Wapsi
River Center

Rebecca, Bridget & Nicole Birks

Karin Petersen
Warren Wiese

Lisa Raabe

Glenn Drowns

The LeRoy Sowl Family

Caroline Harmison
Filmore Elementary
Hillcrest Elementary
Joe Kint, Pleasant Valley Jr. High

LeRoy Sowl - in memoriam

Barry Kleppe
Stanislaus & Anne Stryjewski
Erma Wiszmann
Vern & Lenore Durkee
Jean Norton
Dennis & Janet Chapman
Carol Rogers
Dan & K.J. Rebarcak

Nanette Deleon
Richard & Suzanne Muller
Milo & Mila Smith
Ivan & Dorothy Paulson
Mr. & Mrs. Jirus

Living Green...by Remnel ietz, Assumption
High School Science Teacher

Ah, sumnertime! Sunshine, basebd games, picnics!
(Mosquitos?) Sumner tendsto be busy and ful off un,
and atime to enjoyn ature, but we also need to take
time to think about our environment.

With a busy schedule, we oftentend to take shortcuts
such as paper plates, cups and napkins. Thosek inds of
paper products are strictly one-time use and can't
even be recycled. Accordingtothe Worldwat ch

I nstitute, global paper use has grown more than sixfold
since 1950. One-fifth ofa I wood harvested inthe
world ends up in paper. It akes as much power to
produce aton of paper as aton of stee] and paper
productionu ses more water per ton than any other
product inthe world!

So, what are the sumner alternatives? Youw save
money and our precious resour ces byc reating a "picnic
pack". Buy a mesh bag ($3.99 at he discount stores),
pack some colorful plastic plates, some "real"

si verwar e, plastic glasses, clot h napkins
and some clot h dish towels, maybee ven a
smd vinyl tablecloth. Wheny ou get back
from your picnici t may be ail t le messy,
but hose few minutes of cleanup wi

save alot of natural resources.
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The Wapsi River Environmental Education Center isajoint projed between the Scott and Clinton Courty
Conservation Boards. “The W.R.E.N.” is puldished querterly by the Wapsi River Environmental Educaion

Center and the Scott Courty Conservation Board.

Scott County Conservation Board
Members:
Fred J. Lorenzen Rich Mohr
Leone Bredbed Gene Was
Carol Fennelly
Diredor:
Roger Kean

Phone Numbers

Wapsi River Environmental Education Center
(563 8432855

Scott Courty Conservation Board
(563 3283281

Clinton Courty Conservation Board
(563 8477202

Wapsi River Environmental Education Center Staff
Scott Courty:

Bob Bryant, Diredor/Naturali st

Mike Granger, Naturali st

Lisa Gerwulf, Asdgstant Naturali st

Clinton County:
Mark Roberts, E. E. Coordinator
Greg Wolf, Interpretative Naturali st

Mailing List

If youwould liketo recave “The W.R.E.N.” freeof
charge, please send apost card to the Wepsi River E. E.
Center at the aldressabove.

The Scott County Conservation Board in the provision d services and fadliti es to the pullic does nat discriminate
against anyone onthe basis of race color, sex, creed, netional origin, age or handicgp. If anyone beli eves they have
been subjed to dscrimination, they may file a @mplaint al eging discrimination with either the Scott Courty
Conservation Board or the Office of Equal Oppatunity, U.S. Department of Interior, Washington D.C. 20240.



